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Upcoming 
events 


DATE DUE 


Senior Alliance to 
host free sessions 

The Senior Alliance, a 
non-profit agency that pro- 
vides services to individuals 
with disabilities and seniors, 
will host several information- 
al sessions during the sum- 
mer, which are open to the ~ 
public. 

The sessions will include 
information about options 
and services available 
through area agencies on 
aging. Sessions will provide 
face-to-face counseling and 
support on services such as 
Medicare/Medicaid assis- 
tance, chores services, Meals 
on Wheels, care management, 
information and assistance 
and more. 

Sessions are scheduled 
from 1 to 2: 30 p.m. tomorrow 
at the American House in 
Westland; 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Aug. 21 at the Southgate 
Senior Center; noon to 2 p.m. 
on Sept. 26 at the Taylor 
Senior Center; 1-3 p.m. on 
Sept. 24 at the Westland 
Thomas Taylor Tower and 
from noon to 3 p.m. on Noy. 20 
at the Senior Safety Coalition 
in Canton Township. 

For more information, con- 
tact program manger Lori 
Vail at (734) 727-2017. 


Westland welcomes 
summer festival 
The annual--Westland 
Summer Festival will take 
place from July 2-6 on the 
_ grounds surrounding 
Westland City Hall and in the 
adjacent Tattan Park, all 
located off of Ford Road 
between Newburgh Road and 
Central City Parkway. 

The festival parade will 
take place at 6:15 p.m. on July 
2 and will head from 
Westland Bowl on Wayne 
Road just north of Ford Road 
to the festival grounds. 

The Westland fireworks 
will begin at the fairgrounds 
at dusk on July 6. 


Girl Scouts seek 
Women of Distinction 


Nominations are now — 
open for the 2008 Women of 
Distinction award through 
the Girl Scouts of the Huron 
Valley Council. 

The annual award recog- 
nizes the accomplishments of 
women who exemplify excel- 
lence in their profession and 
in their work for their com- 
munity, Past winners include 
Judge Julie Creal, 15th 
District Court; Judge Tina 
Green, 34th District Court; 
Paguetta Anne Palmer, 
Washtenaw Community — 
Health Organization; 
Charlotte Sherman, Wayne- 
Westland Schools and Kristen 
Stumpo, Plante-Moran. 

The Women of Distinction 
award spotlights outstanding 
women who personify the 
Girl Scout values of leader- 
ship, service and sound deci- 
sion-making. Nominees must 
work or live in Livingston, 
Monroe, Washtenaw, western 
Oakland or Wayne County. 

Previous involvement in 
Girl Scouting is not required. 
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The winners of Public Banc Credit nin annual Ser caerip program pose outside the SRST. build. 
ing with ceremonial checks in hand. 


Students win $10,000 i in funds 


Molly Tippen 
Editor 


Ten students who were fiscal- 
_ ly responsible enough to open 


an account at the Public Service 
Credit Union (PSCU) in 


_ ‘Romulus were each awarded a 


$1,000 Higher Education | 
Scholarship lastweek 
A special awards ceremony 


_ took place at the main branch of 


PSCU in Romulus, where nine 
of the awardees congregated 
along with family and friends, as 


_ well as members of the scholar- 
_ ship committee, PSCU executive 
_ staff, and PSCU board of direc- 
fe COTS ee: ae ie Al 
Dean Trudeau, the president 


and CEO of the credit union, 
said that the company is proud 
to help students achieve the 


__ dream on a college education, in 
face of escalating costs. 


“All the winners demonstrat- 


ed a strong commitment to their 
educational goals, but also 


demonstrated strength of char- 


acter and a commitment to com- 
munity, all values that credit 


unions advocate,’ Trudeau ‘Said. 


‘Tn fact all the applicants were 
excellent, these 10 just seemed 
torisetothetop.”” 

The committee, which was 
made up of group of PSCU 
employees, and board members, 
received more than 50 applica- 
tions from the membership of 

PSCU. The committee chose 
winners based on a combination 
of academic record, volunteer 
service, recommendations, and 
a personal essay. 

Applicants were not just high 
school seniors, but also non-tra- 
ditional students pursuing their 
higher education goals. 

The winners were from com- 


- munities in Oakland and Wayne 
_ counties, all of whom are head- 


ed to.a variety of universities, 
colleges, and trade schools. 
The winners are: Gailbrielle 


Bryant, of Detroit, who will 


attend Harvard University in the 
fall; Matthew Proffitt, of New 


Boston, who will attend Western 
_ Michigan University; Reginald — 
LeRoy Jones, of Detroit, who 
will attend Grand Valley State. 
‘University; Daija Covington, 


who will attend the University of 
Michigan; Brandon Keeler, who 
will attend Yale University; 


Gena Taylor, of Detroit, who will — 


continue her education at 
Kalamazoo College; Melvin J. 
Walker, of Detroit, who will con- 
tinue his education at the Wayne 


| County Community College 
_ District, Shanelle Covington, of 


Farmington Hills, who will be 
attending the University of 


Michigan and Alexander 
_ Stephen Brown, who will attend 


_ New York University. 


Funding oo lor ain ee OK 


Molly Tippen 
Editor 


Getting an animal shelter added 
to the city Tax Increment Financing 
Authority (TIFA) plan is taking 
longer than expected. 

And the longer the plan changes 
are delayed, the longer animals liv- 
ing in cramped quarters at the cur- 
rent facility will have to wait. 

Mayor Alan Lambert — who said 
he supports the idea of the TIFA 
funding part of the new shelter — said 
the plan has to be officially amend- 
ed, and that the process of doing so is 
one that involves the city economic 
development staff and its attorneys. 

‘To have a TIFA district, you have 
to have an official plan,’ he said. “In 
our original plan, we can build a new 
fire station, or a new police station, 
but not an animal shelter 

‘When we asked the TIFA board 
if they would support an animal shel- 
ter, they said, ‘Sure, but its not in the 
plan,”’ Lambert added. 

Lambert and Councilman 
William Wadsworth, who has spear- 








39: 
“When we asked the TFA 
board if they would! 
_ support an animal 
shelter they said, 
‘Sure, but its — 
not in the plan.’ 


_ Mayor Alan Lambert 





headed a years-long fundraising 
process to pay for a new shelter, 
asked the TIFA board members to 
consider changing the plan, and they 
agreed. 

Estimates indicate that a new 
shelter would cost $250,000 to build. 
Wadsworth said that funds from indi- 
viduals and businesses, as well as in- 
kind promises for labor, means that 
work can get started without neces- 
sarily having all of the money in 
hand. 

About $120,000 in cash has been 
donated, and about $40,000 in in- 


kind services has been pledged. 

A design for a shelter is also being 
devised by Ghafari & Associates, and 
a final plan has been approved, 
Wadsworth added. 

The new shelter will be located 
on a city-owned parcel of land on 
Northline Road, near. the 
Department of Public Works 
Building. The new plan calls for 
many new amenities, including an 
adoption area and an improved stor- 
age area for supplies. 

Also, new quarter for volunteers 
to work with animals is included in 
the design. 

Corporate donations from large 
companies doing business in the city 
have been hard to come by, and most 
of the money was raised by small 
fundraisers organized by Wadsworth, 
or by small business owners in the 
city. 

Lambert said he believes a final- 
ized TIFA plan will be complete 
within the next 30 to 60 days. 

He added that he believes the 
new shelter will break ground some 
time in the spring of 2009. 


For home delivery of The Romulus Roman call 734-467-1900. 
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Gas costs 
prompt 
changes 


Molly Tippen 
Editor 





With gas prices hovering at $4 
per gallon, Romulus officials are 
rethinking the number of large 
vehicles the city owns, and whether 
it would save money to buy gas 
directly from fuel companies. 

Mayor Alan Lambert said a com- 
mittee has devised a plan to bring 
down the cost of operating the city 
fleet, and council members will 
introduce new regulations regard- 
ing vehicles soon. 

“The gas situation is terrible, 
and we're very concerned that the 
cost is going to put a dent in the 
budget,” said Lambert. “I think 
we've seen the end of the big SUV 
(sport utility vehicles) that city 
employees have been driving.” 

Chief among the recommenda- 
tions include a “no idle” policy for 
all employees. 

“Tt’s a habit for city employees to 
park the car, get out and do some- 
thing, and leave the engine on,” he 
said. “It’s something employees 
don’t really think about, but it is 
costing us money, and we have to 
identify ways that we can save on 
fuel.” 

Also, the city is working on 
preparing bids to purchase gas 
from suppliers. 

“If we can save as much money 
as we think we can by having our 
own gas pumps, it would be worth 
it,” he said. 

Gas pumps would be installed at 
the city Department of Public 
Works facility, and at the two fire 
stations. All city employees would 
fill up their vehicles at those facili- 
ties instead of using city-issued gas 
cards to fill up at local stations. 

Gas prices, which are on track to 
top $6 per gallon if the current 
increases are maintained until the 
end of the year, are of paramount 
concern for communities, which 
run fleets of police cars, rescue 
vehicle, public works trucks, and 
fleet vehicles used by top adminis- 
trators. 

Lambert said many of the vehi- 
cles were purchased when gas was 
cheap, and that no one considered 
the expense until prices escalated. 

“Obviously we wouldn't have 
purchased these vehicles if we 
knew prices would go up,” he said. 

Councilman William Crova said 
he doesn’t think the proposals will 
help the city. 

“T am concerned about gas 
prices, and I’m concerned about 
our consumption,” he said. “But I 
don’t think its worth going through 
the trouble and expense of putting 
in gas tanks and pumps on city 
property because of liability. 

“Also, we currently don’t pay 
what’s posted for gas, we do buy it 
wholesale, even though in my opin- 
ion that cost is too much,” he added. 

Lambert said the SUVs pur- 
chased by the city may be done 
away with, too. — 


See Fuel, page 3 
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Scott Spielman 
Editor 


Brian Cronan knows he has a 
tough task ahead of him. 

“T know independents are a long 
shot,” said the Canton Township 
resident. 

The Salem graduate said he 
intends to take that shot and is gath- 
ering signatures to run as an inde- 
pendent for the 21st District seat in 
the - Michigan House of 
Representatives. He needs to have 
600 signatures prior to July 17 to be 
on the ballot opposite Democrat 
Dian Slavens and Republican Todd 
LaJoy. There is no incumbent in the 
race. 

“Everyone I’ve talked to said 
they'd be very interested in having 
an independent candidate,” 
Cronan said. “I have a feeling that a 
lot of people would vote independ- 
ent. Theyre tired of party politics.” 

Cronan has a bachelor’s degree 
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| know independents are a long shot. 
Brian Cronan : 





in communications from the 
University of Hawaii. He’s started 
an MBA/PhD program at 
Ramkamhang University- Institute 
of International Studies in 
Bangkok, but is taking a leave from 
that to seek office. 

He has lived and worked as a 
teacher and entrepreneur in China, 
Thailand, Korea, Kuwait, Italy, 
France, Spain and Sweden. He is 
currently a substitute teacher in 
Wayne County. 

He said he would focus on edu- 
cation and alternative energy if 
elected because they both tie into 
improving the Michigan economy. 

“Tf we are every going to be com- 
petitive in a global market, we have 
to invest in education,” he said. 


‘Unfortunately, we’re in a situation 
where we're firing teachers.” 

He said he would also push for 
retraining workers to solve the job 
shortage problem and a unicamer- 
al legislature as part of suggested 
government reform. 

Alternative energy could pro- 
vide an economic boost as well as 
reduce our dependency on fossil 
fuels, he said. 

“We have enough wind energy in 
this state, if we can harness it,” he 
said. 

The 21st District includes the 
majority of Canton Township, along 
with Van Buren Township and the 
City of Belleville. The House seat is 
open since State Rep. Phil LaJoy is 
term-limited out of office. 


Independent to seek election to State House 
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race to follow Phil LaJoy in the 21st District seat in the Michigan House of 


Representatives. 


Landfill funds transferred to public safety 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Revenue from a voter-approved 
public safety millage may hit Van 
Buren Township coffers just in 
time. 

About $3.3 million was trans- 
ferred to the general fund from the 
landfill fund to shore up a budget 
deficit, according to representa- 
tives from Plante & Moran. The 
auditing firm gave a presentation 
to the board of trustees earlier this 
month. 

“Landfill fund money was 
transferred to supplement the 
budget primarily to cover the 
shortfall for public safety,” said 
Sean Bellingham, deputy treasur- 
er for the township. “The general 
fund budget had a deficit for 2007 
that we anticipated to use the gen- 
eral fund balance to supplement, 
but it ended up adding an increase 
to the fund balance.” 

Representatives from Plante & 
Moran urged township officials to 
keep an eye on the amount of rev- 
enue sharing they receive from 
the state. It will continue to be stat- 
ic at best, auditors said. For 2007, 
the current funding level for rev- 
enue sharing was about $1.95 mil- 
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Landfill fund money was transferred to supplement the 
budget primarily to cover the shortfall for public safety. 


Sean Bellingham 





lion; a decrease of about $5 mil- 
lion from historical funding levels. 

Other expenditures for the 
township included: $755,000 for 
contracted services, $2.2 million 
for recreation services, $2.7 mil- 
lion for general government with 
the remaining $7.6 million for pub- 
lic safety. 

Development continued at a 


much slower pace and wages and 


benefits were the largest expendi- 
tures: about 67 percent of the gen- 
eral fund operating costs. The pub- 
lic safety department is the largest 
department with the $7.6 million 
in expenditures, according to 
Plante & Moran. 

“Expenditures were well over 
$6 million so there was still’a sig- 
nificant gap,” said Bellingham. 





The public safety tax revenue 
was $2.9 million and did not 
include the 1 mill approved last 
year by voters, officials said. The 
millage increase will not be count- 
ed as revenue until the 2008 fiscal 
year, along with new hires related 
to the millage increase, officials 
Said. 

“There was a $46 million short- 
fall in the 2007 
public safety 
millage rev- 
enue over 
public safety 
expenses,’ 
Sos ab Slt oe 
Bellingham. 
“The traffic 
enforcement 
unit did bring 
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>, 7 SCHOOL DISTRICT 
“a” «LEADER IN EDUCATION 


Parents... 


Every course in school — 
and every lesson in life — has 
a learning curve, a time 
when we discover the basics 
and develop our own skills of 
inquiry, study and mastery. 

In the Taylor School 
District, we start your child 
on that learning curve at the 
earliest possible age — 
preschool — and then layer 
the knowledge, relationships 
and skill sets necessary for 
them to be successful. 


In school and in life. 


You have a choice when it 
comes to your childs 


Your best choice is here. 


yr 2 TAYLOR 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
i —LGADER IN EDUCATION 
The Taylor School District is 
now accepting applications from 
non-residents for tuition-free 
enrollment in grades K-8 for the 
fall 2008 school year. 


Call 
313-295-5742 


in revenues of $942,500 for 2007 so 
that reduced the shortfall further 
to roughly $3.7 million.” 

The fund balance increased 
about $400,000 from 2007 and, 
$883,000 was ‘undesignated’, 
which means there were no town- 
ship board approved designations 
for how funds can be used with the 
balance, according to Township 
Supervisor Cindy King. 

“If Michigan’s economy 
remains in a downturn, things may 
be different for 2008,” King said. 
“Plante & Moran advised the 
board to pay close attention over 
the next several months to future 
state shared revenue payments 
from the state and changes to the 
Michigan tax structure, such as the 
new Michigan business tax and 


changes in property tax revenue * 


or taxable value changes.” 


Your 


e) 


os 
ae 
ae ‘5 
“pet 
wey 

























residents only.} 








day, 





Taylor School District 


SIXTH GRADE ACADEMY 


Last year, we introduced an exciting new concept to 
our district — and it's quickly become a gem in the 
community: A stand-alone school for our sixth graders. 

This technology-based facility offers an intensive 
curriculum while providing our young people a chance 
to adjust to the differences between elementary school 
and middle school. 





PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 


Our centralized Preschool Program provides the best 
possible jump start to your child’s education. And if you 
follow up with All-day Kindergarten, your child wil 
have the best possible start on their learning curve. 
(Preschool is available to current Taylor district 


OuR ELEMENTARY GRADES 


We reach out to children at an early age, using 
hands-on methods to teach science and math — and 
unique inquiry methods to teach social studies. 

This approach can be found right through to fifth 
|grade. And then it's on to the Sixth Grade Academy. 


EXCEEDING STANDARDS 


Finally, once again, all of our elementary and middle 
schools have achieved Adequate Yearly Progress, the 
state's benchmark for student achievement, which 
means our entire district has met AYP. 

In addition, Taylor has earned NCA accreditation for 
our middle schools, at both high schools and four of 
our elementary schools, 
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-_ DETROIT’S BEST 


| MOVIE DEAL 


H ALLLOUNGER SEATS ALL STADIUM SEATING 





ALL DIGITAL SOUND 


BIG SCREENS 


$4 OO att seats 
EXCEPT ADULT EVE. > 7 : 5 0 


Free drink refills & 25¢ corn refills 


SHOWTIMES 6/20 - 6/26 © No passes 
xz Ee M 
Wert Bray 
at 10:30 am 


ea3-c2z7 BEE MOVIE (PG 
& THE LOVE GURU (PG-13) 11:15, 1:20, 3:25, 5:30, 
7:35, 9:45 FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
© GET SMART (PG-13) 12:00, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40 
FRI/SAT LS 12:00 
© THE HAPPENING (R) 12:50, 2:55, 5:00, 7:10, 9:35 
FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
<> THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG-13) 11:10, 1:40, 
4:10, 6:50, 9:20 FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 11:45, 1:55, 4:15, 6:45, 9:00 
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To register your student for All-day Kindergarten, elementary school, 





our Sixth Grade Academy or middle school, call: 313-295-5742 — today! 
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Geiss stresses experience in state candidacy 


Molly Tippen 
Editor 


Doug Geiss is a well-known 
face in and around the city of 
Taylor, but he’s hoping to raise his 
profile. 

Geiss, a Democrat seeking the 
open state representative seat 
vacated by Hoon-Yung Hopgood, 
said he believes his two terms on 
the city council has prepared him 
to serve as the representative for 
District 22, which encompasses 
Romulus. 

“Being a council member 
means working with budgets, 
working with developers, large 
employers, and the citizens,” he 
said. “I am the most experienced 
candidate for this position, and if 
elected, I will work to make sure 
policies benefit district residents.” 

Geiss is a lifelong Taylor resi- 
dent. The valedictorian of 
Truman High School in 1988, he 
purchased his parents’ home 
shortly after graduating from the 
University of Michigan. Geiss has 
been involved in politics for a long 
time, beginning in 1985 when he 
worked on the campaign of the 
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late Congressman William D. 
Ford. He also served as a congres- 
sional page from 1986-87. 

Three issues encompass Geiss’ 
campaign: job creation, retraining 
for displaced workers affected by 
globalization and public safety. 

A lack of jobs is the link which 
is causing many of the state 
money problems, and must be 
addressed during the next term to 
prevent any further cuts in state 
shared revenue, Geiss said. 

‘“T know first hand that commu- 
nities are struggling with the rev- 
enue sharing situation, and if 
there are any proposed cuts, I 
won't support them,” he said. 

Retraining of workers — mostly 
through the 21st Century Jobs 
Fund — should also be expanded 
to help out-of-work persons get 
back on track. 

“We have jobs available in 
health care and other fields 
where employers have to go out- 
of-state to find people,” he said. 
“There’s no reason that we can’t 
retrain people laid off from manu- 
facturing jobs to fill these posi- 
tions. But the caveat must be that 
the retraining (paid for by the 
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Thelma Lemmons, pictured with family friend Billie Knox of Detroit 
(left), Veronica Knox of Detroit (near right), and her daughter Loretta 
Lemmons Johnson of Livonia (far right), celebrated her 100th birth- 


day in style last Thursday. 





Meghan Chatham 
Staff Writer 


Last week, Westland resident 
Thelma Lemmons celebrated 
her 100th birthday with her fam- 
ily and friends at Marquette 
House. 

With a smile on her face and 
her voice raised in song, 
Lemmons was the guest of 
honor at the June 12 celebration 
featuring live music, a procla- 
mation in her honor from 
Westland Mayor Bill Wild, and— 
of course—cake. 

“Tt was delicious,’ she said. 

Lemmons, who was joined by 
her daughter, Loretta Lemmons 
Johnson of Livonia, was greeted 
by a rousing rendition of ‘Happy 
Birthday to You’ performed by 
both the musicians and by her 
fellow residents. In addition to a 
corsage, she also received a 
dozen red roses and opened 
some small gifts. 

“T enjoyed it,” she said. “It 
was very nice.” 

However, it was actually the 
second birthday party that 

~Lemmons had enjoyed this 
month. ; 

“T had a party with my fami- 


Fuel 


FROM PAGE 1 


“There may come a time when 
we have to auction those vehicles,’ 
said Lambert. “Not everyone whose 
driving one needs a larger vehicle - 
I don't think it would make much of 
a difference to me to drive a small 
car, especially if they are flex-fuel 
vehicles.” 

Romulus isn’t the only city look- 
ing for a way to pare vehicle costs, 
especially when it comes to fuel. 

The City of Westland recently 
implemented a no-idle policy, and is 
considering purchasing flex-fuel 


, 


Area woman marks 
birthday number 100 








ly,’ she said. In addition to her 
daughter, Lemmons’ family 
includes two grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. 

The earlier party recognized 
her actual birthday, June 5, 
when Lemmons was born in 
Huntsville, AL. 

In the 100 years since her 
birth in 1908, Lemmons has 
remained active. A longtime 
member of Ebenezer African 
Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) 
Church in Detroit, Lemmons 
said that she still enjoys going to 
services there whenever possi- 
ble. 

She said that she also enjoys 
seeing new places whenever 


possible. 


“T love to travel,’ said 
Lemmons. 

Originally raised in Memphis, 
TN, Lemmons and her husband 
moved to Michigan from Ohio in 
1941 in search of better employ- 


ment opportunities for her hus- 


band. In addition to caring for 

her family, Lemmons said that 

during the years she has also. 
worked in several occupations, 

including a job as a mail clerk 

for the United States Postal 

Service. 


vehicles to replace conventional city 
cars and trucks. That city, however, 
has purchased their gas in bulk, and 
has pumps set up at the city public 
works yard. 

Lambert said its possible that the 
council may have to amend the gen- 
eral fund budget for this year to 
cover start-up costs for putting in 
fuel tanks, but he said he believes 
the changes would pay for initial 
expense, 

Crova said he’s not sure the city 
can afford that expense right now. 

“Sure, I’d like to see more fuel- 
efficient vehicles, but I just don’t 
think we can afford it right now,’ he 
sald. 


! state) fill a need we have the state 


— the classes can’t be underwater 
basket-weaving.”’ 

Making sure that the Michigan 
State Police Post in Taylor is fully- 
staffed is another concern for 
Geiss, who noticed there is little 
activity at the facility. 

“Having the post there pro- 
vides assistance we needs at the 
local level, and I would like to see 
a full staff working at that facility,” 
he said. 

Geiss has made a handful of 
appearances in Romulus. He 
spoke against the expansion of the 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport, 
which would displace several 
thousand residents and business- 
es, if it were implemented. Geiss 
acknowledges that the state has 
little control over the airport 
authority, but said the authority 
must seek approval from the state 
regarding many resources. 

Among Geiss’ proudest 
achievements on the Taylor coun- 
cil are fighting for an ethics policy 
for city officials and employees, 
and pushing for city council meet- 
ings to be telecast locally, which 
improved access to information 





Doug Geiss 


for various homebound citizens. 

Geiss is employed in a supervi- 
sory capacity in the engineering 
department of Ford Motor Co., 
where he has worked for 15 years. 

In addition to earning his bach- 
elor’s degree from the University 
of Michigan, he returned to that 
institution to earn a Masters of 
Business Administration. 

If elected, Geiss said he will 
take a leave of absence from Ford 
to concentrate on his duties as an 
elected official. 


Man will face murder 





Molly Tippen 
Editor 


An Inkster judge ruled that 
there was enough evidence to 
compel a 38-year-old man to stand 
trial for the fatal shooting of a city 
resident. 

Judge Sylvia A. James of the 
22nd District Court ruled 
Wednesday that Kristen Walton, 38 
and of Inkster, could be tried on 
charges of first-degree murder and 
firearms possession after the 
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office 
presented evidence at a pre-trial 
exam Wednesday. 

Walton is charged in the death 
of another Inkster resident, 
Maurice Owens, 39, who was fatal- 
ly shot at earlier this year on Feb. 
2A. 

If convicted of the charges, 
Walton would face life behind bars 
without the possibility of parole. 
After the hearing, Walton was 
remanded into the custody of the 
Wayne County Sheriff’s 
Department until his formal 
arraignment on the charges at 
Wayne County Circuit Court later 
this week. 


charges in shooting 


Inkster police detectives arrest- 
ed Walton May 29 after eyewitness 
testimony indicated that Walton 
allegedly fired the shots that killed 
Owens. | 

Police believe a drug debt owed 
to Walton by Owens may have 
sparked the shooting, said Det. 
Anthony Delgreco. Witnesses that 
took the stand testified that Walton 
demanded money from Owens, 
and when Owens said he didn’t 
have the money, a physical fight 
ensued. At some point, according 
to witness testimony, Walton pulled 
a gun and shot Owens. 

Defense attorneys contended 
that the shooting may have been in 
selfdefense. 

Also, eyewitnesses identified 
Walton as the individual who shot 
Owens after an altercation outside 
Owens’ room at the Budget Inn, 
located at 26040 Michigan Ave. 

Officers who responded to the 
scene Feb. 24 discovered Owens 
unresponsive inside the room. He 
had been fatally shot multiple 
times, while individuals who were 
in the room looked on. 

Owens was the second person 
killed in the city in 2007. 


Tour de Belleville will 





Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Patrick and Diane Bruetsch want 
people to see Belleville from a bike. 

And while they’re riding, they 
want to generate funds to help 
Andrew Valinski, a Van Buren 
Township boy who has leukemia. 

“He’s a great kid and his dad, 
Chris, is a Van Buren Township offi- 
cer” said Patrick Bruetsch, owner of 
Bicycle Peddler in Belleville. “We 
first met him (Andrew) through an 
auction to benefit the family by 
donating a bike and decided to try 
and expand involvement by organiz- 
ing this ride.” 

The fundraiser—called the Tour 
de Belleville—will take place on July 
26 with three different bicycle routes 
around Belleville, Van Buren 
Township and Belleville Lake. The 
hope is to make it an annual event, 
Bruetsch said. 

‘“We’ve organized other charity 
rides before, notably the Torch Lake 
event to support the Chalfonte 
Foundation, dedicated to helping 
children with cystic fibrosis from 
Children’s Hospital to have summer 
and winter camps,” he said. 

The Tour de Belleville will start 
and finish in the city offering riders 
three different routes from short to 
long. The ‘Family Loop’ will be 4 
miles from the bicycle shop on 


aid Van Buren family 





Denton Road between Belleville 
Lake and the Harbour Club Golf 
Course, while the ‘Criterium Loop’ 
will be 7.7 miles, which loops around 
the eastern portion of the lake and 
back to town along a westerly path on 
East Huron River Drive to Liberty 
Street. The ‘Master’s Route’, which is 
15.7 miles, will circle around the 
west half of the lake, along West 
Huron River Drive to Rawsonville 
Road, back along the South Service 
Drive to Quirk Road and includes 
the route of the criterion loop, as 
well. 

There will be several carbohy- 
drate and drink stations on the 
routes, along with ‘sag wagon’ volun- 
teers to circle the routes while riders 
are on the course to pick-up anyone 
whose body or bike is not up to the 
ride they chose. Volunteers will 
bring those riders back to home base. 

“Van Buren Township has also 
offered to have their bicycle rescue 
units available to ride the route,” 
Bruetsch said. 

The Tour de Belleville event may 
also include a pancake breakfast 
hosted by the Belleville Rotary Club 
before the event and a chili cook-off 
for riders after they return. 

The cost is $12 for a family ride, 
$20 for individuals around two 
longer routes or $100 per team. To 
participate or for more information, 
contact (734) 697-8899. 
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_UPCOMING EVENTS — 


Book Club in full swing | 

The Romulus Public Library 
is still hosting monthly book 
club meetings. 

The book club meets from 7 
until 8:15 p.m. on the second 
Monday of each month. 

Refreshments will be 
served. 


Book discussions are free 
and open to all age 18 and up. 
Participants need not register 
inadvance, 

The library will have copies 
of the books to be discussed, or 
staff members will assist read- 
ers in getting an inter-library 
loan copy. 

The remaining books that 
will be discussed include: A 
Wrinkle in Time by Madeline 
LEngle on July 14 and Pontoon - 
A Novel of Lake Wobegon by 
Garrison Keillor, in August. 

The Romulus Public Library — 
is located at 11121 Wayne Road. 

For more information, call 
the library at (734) 942-7589, 


Flea market takes off 

The Romulus Historical 
Society Annual Flea Market 
will take place from 8 a.m. - 5 - 
p.m. June 21 at the Romulus 
Historical Park, located next to 
the Post Office. 

Proceeds from the sales of 
spaces will benefit activities 
that take place year-round at 
the Historical Park. 

Vendors are still needed to 
help make the event a success 
this year. 

Vendor spaces cost $15. All 
participants must provide their 
own tables. 

Food and refreshments will 
be available. 

For more information please 
contact Gloria Chandler at (734) 
941-2678. 


Golf outing on tap : 
The Mayor’s Drug Task 
Force Golf Outing will take 

place Friday, July 11. 

The Mayor’s Drug Task 
Foree is a non-profit organiza- 
tion comprised of business and 
civic leaders. Together, they 
have accepted the on-going mis- 
sion to keep the community 
drug-free and children safe 
from the harmful effects of sub- 
stance abuse. 

The outing will take place at 
the Gateway Golf Club, located 
at 33290 Gateway Dr, Romulus: 
The event will begin with an 8 
a.m. shotgun start followed by 
lunch at the turn and dinner. 
Those interested in joining the 
event, or who need more infor- 
mation, are asked to call Kristin 
Irwin at (734) 955-4123. 


Party in the park 


The Romulus Historical 


Society and the Historical 


Commission will present Party 
in the Park July 16. 

There will be music of yes- 
teryear as played by Phil 
Renke. A tour the Wabash 
Freight House and the Kingsley 
House will take place. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. 

The event will begin at 6:30 
p.m. at the Historical Park. 


CAN, HHA classes available 

BT Training Center is offer- _ 
ing day and evening classes to 
help residents obtain certifica- 
tion to be a certified nurses 
aide (CAN) or a home health 
aide (HHA). 

BT Training is approved and 
licensed by the state of 
Michigan, and operates in con- 
junction with the No Worker 
Left Behind program, the 
Career Transition Program, 
and the GM and Ford Tuition 
Assistance Program. 

The center is located at 
26100 Annapolis -Road in 
Inkster 

For more information, call 
(313) 2743426. 


— Events are compiled by 
Staff Writer Molly Typpen. To sug- 


gest an event, send an e-mail to 


mtippen@journalgroup.com. 
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OPINION 








We remain ‘disappointed’ but not surprised 


There is a recurring theme in the ongoing dispute chip. They're continuing to negotiate with the developer, but 


between Northville Township and REIS. 
‘Disappointed, but not surprised.” 
-That’s the phrase that township officials have used often 
as they've faced setback after setback in their attempts to pro- 
tect the community from what they see as an overzealous, 


greedy developer: 


They used it again last week, when a circuit court judge 
ruled against them in their efforts to show that the eight peo- 
ple on the former Northville Psychiatric Hospital property 
were moved there under false pretenses in an attempt to cir- 
cumvent local ordinances and development standards. 

Disappointed but not surprised sums up our thoughts on 
the issue, too. It would be virtually impossible for any judge 





WE LOCALS 


STILL CALL 
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to tinker around with someone’s voting rights, It would be a 
form of political suicide. 

Yet the entire argument about voting rights is a bit laugh- 
able in this case. In ‘securing’ the voting rights of these eight 
residents—for want of a better term, since they were sup- 
posed to be security guards—the judge has effectively 
removed the voting rights of the thousands of township resi- 
dents who will now not have a say in whether the property is 
annexed to Livonia. 

Township officials have reached out to just about every- 
one to get some help on this issue. Legislators in Lansing, 
their neighbors in the City of Northville, the courts. So far, 
that help has been late in coming or not there at all. 

With each setback, township officials lose a bargaining 
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you have to believe that with each setback, they lose a little 


ground on that front, too. What that will most likely mean is 
increased commercial on the corner of Seven Mile and 
Haggerty, which will threaten the vitality of downtown 
Northville, perhaps even downtown Plymouth. 

With each passing setback, a vote on the annexation 
appears more and more likely. The relief township officials 


are looking for is ironically within reach, too—legislation is 


pending, a court of appeals date imminent—all that is 
required is for one party to ignore the political and financial 
pressure and do the right thing. 


Will that happen? Time will tell. Sadly, we think we’re 








Celebrations nourish American spirit 


When we first announced that 
the fireworks show would go on 
this year in the City of Wayne, the 
initial response on our web site 
was not favorable. 

I can understand it to a point. 
The last time the city put on the 
show, there were a lot of problems 
down in and around Attwood Park, 
where people usually set up blan- 
kets and lawn chairs to get a good 
view of the show. Fights broke out 
in the parking lot of the community 
center, where the food court was 
located, and the police had a diffi- 
cult time keeping things under con- 
trol. 

I even wondered if that factored 
into the decision to cancel it the fol- 
lowing year. City officials here have 
a habit of using numbers to justify 
their decisions—if it’s something 
they want to do, like the renovation 
of the community center, they can 
come up with the numbers to justi- 
fy it. If it’s something they don’t 
want, they can come up with num- 
bers to show why it’s not a good 


A first-hand look in the jury room 


This week I got my first real taste 
of justice American style, via jury 
duty on the Wayne County Cireuit 
Court. 

After being regaled with horror 
stories about how tedious and mind- 
numbing the whole process is from 
people less fortunate than me, I was 
looking forward to pulling out my 
ace in a hole for dismissal: my job as 
a roving local reporter. I figured this 
would be an instant out with prose- 
cutors, who would assume I was 
coming in with preconceived 


notions about the case, the law, or 


crime in general. 

No such luck. 

Apparently the Wednesday night 
Red Wings win made for a lot of 
Thursday morning no- shows and, as 


/ 


idea. 

But that argument aside, I was a 
little disappointed with the nega- 
tive reaction, and borderline 
offended that we are sometimes 
tempted to call things off just 
because of one bad situation. 


The concept that we should all 
give up our traditions because of 
this just doesn’t sit well with me. 
These things are important to their 
respective communities and they 
should provide an opportunity to 
show off the good things about 
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This is not just in Wayne, either 
There was a similar discussion in 
Belleville about the Strawberry 
Festival, which suffered from simi- 
lar issues last year. Teens roving 
around looking for trouble will 
inevitably find it—even if they have 
to create it themselves. 


odds would have it, I ended up on 
the jury in a trial for an attempted 
murder that took place in Detroit 
late last year. 

After I got over my initial, knee- 
jerk disappointment at being select- 
ed, all my hopes about haunting the 


‘black jack tables at Motor City for 


the rest of the afternoon instantly 
moot, I began to figure out a few 
things about our legal system, and 
why it works. 

First, despite what people say 
about jury duty, most still take their 
civic duty very seriously. I can’t 
speak for all juries, but everyone I 
spoke with seemed intimately 
aware that what they were doing 
was important, and that we were 
deliberating on real people with 


where we live. Anyone walking 
around Attwood Park on Monday— 
and the show is on Monday, not the 
end of July like we said last week— 
will find families sitting around 
and talking, playing Frisbee or 
some other games, listening to 
music and chatting with neighbors. 


real lives. 

I’m not say- 
ing that every- 
one was happy to be there, because 
they weren't. I’m saying that no one 
seemed willing to rush the process 
in order to shirk their burden of the 
public good, and I found this both 
surprising and encouraging. 

Secondly, I learned that the jury 
system works, because it’s the best 
way to gauge the will of the collec- 
tive public. Admittedly, when I’ve 
sometimes allowed myself to follow 
a big case, enough to feel invested in 
the publicized outcome, I’ve often 
wondered why juries have ruled the 
way they did. How could they find 
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See Jury, page 5 


If you walk up 
and down the 
streets leading 
to the park, you'll see neighbors sit- 
ting on porches, talking with others 
as they make their way to ground 
zero. There will be clusters of par- 
ties. In short, there will be the 
kinds of neighborhood gatherings 
that used to be so prevalent in ‘the 
good old days.’ 

That’s what we should take 
away from events like this. They 
should be a reminder that we are 
all the same, people trying to make 
their way in life—dads and moms, 
sons and daughters, friends. We 
should be proud of that and we 
Should be proud of the way the 
community came together on short 
notice to put on the show and that 
the business community took up 
the charge to ease the financial 
burden for the rest of us. ) 

These are all good things. We 
shouldn't let the actions of a few 
spoil it for those who know what’s 
really important in life. 
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going to be disappointed, but not surprised about that, too. 





Repeal 
of fees 
Is ood 
legislation 


There is an effort under way in 
the Legislature to repeal the so- 
called ‘driver responsibility fees’ 
that are imposed on drivers who 
have accumulated a number of 
points on their licenses. 

The fees are charged when 
they renew their driver’s license 
for two consecutive years. State 
Rep. Phil LaJoy (R-Canton) has 
hosted meeting in his transporta- 
tion committee on the subject 
and has come to the conclusion 
that they are heavy handed, 
excessive and unfairly punish 
those who are least able to afford 
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Even he would probably admit 
that that is a foregone conclusion. 

To put this simply, he’s on the 
right track. 

You often hear about how leg- 
islators are trying to make things 
easier for businesses to open up 
shop here or expand here or do 
the various things they need to do 
to spark the economy. 

You don’t often hear much 
about how legislators are trying 
to make things better for resi- 
dents, though. 

This law might have been well 
intended. It never truly served its 
purpose, though, and often 
caused a domino effect on resi- 
dents who chose to try their luck 
at ignoring the fine only to run 
into deeper trouble down the 
road. 

At best it was a fundraiser, a 
continuation on the concept of 
trying to put a tax on bad behav- 
iors—like smoking cigarettes— 
that never panned out because it 
relied on the false premise that 
people could afford the fees and 
that they would pay it. 

The best bet now is to wipe it 
off the books. The consequences 
of bad driving behavior should 
fall under the purview of the 
local courts, anyway, not some 
impersonal paperwork through 
the secretary of state. 
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new school budget — 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Van Buren Public School Board of 
Education members have scheduled a public 
hearing next week regarding the 2007-2008 
budget. 

It will take place at 7 p.m. on June 23. The 
2008-2009 budget will also be part of the hear- 
ing. 

Nick Armelagos, director of finance and 
operations for the district, said he can now 
move forward with more solid figures after 
the Van Buren Administrators and Supervisor 
Association (VBASA) contract and the non- 
union wage and benefits were approved. 

The proposed settlement for the 2007-2008 
fiscal year for VBASA includes a 2 percent 
increase schedule to start July 1 and a retro 
1.5 percent for 2007-2008. The health care will 
be $10 per month co-pay to start July 1 with 
MESSA healthcare choices and a 10/20 pre- 
scription implemented as soon as MESSA can 
make the change. Individuals electing to con- 
tinue on Supercare will continue to pay the 
difference between the district supported 
health care and Supercare, according to Dr. 
Linda Olson, director of instruction and per- 
sonnel for the district. 

A professional development increase to 
$2,000/$1,000 or a portion may be used to 


reimburse union members for a professional 
membership in addition to the one paid 
organization membership in the contract, she 
added. | 

A 2 percent retroactive increase will also 
take place for nonunion administrators to 
start on July 1. Healthcare changes include 
the continuation with Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Flexible Blue Place 2 high deductible plan. 
Starting January 2009, the district contribu- 
tion to the health savings account will change 
from $1,250 a single to $1,000 and from $2,500 
per family to $2,250. The health savings 
account contributions will continue to be pro- 
rated and paid monthly during the calendar 
year, according to Superintendent of Schools 
Pete Lazaroff. 

The change in January fits best with how 
health savings accounts operate under 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regulations 
on a calendar year as opposed to the fiscal 
year and will allow employees to make up any 
contributions on their own tax deductions, 
Lazaroff said. 

Officials also approved a year-long exten- 
sion contract for Armelagos, but tabled the 
decision to approve another year for Olson. 
Officials already approved a two-year con- 
tract last year for her, which prompted the ‘no’ 
votes from trustees Toni Hunt, Bob Binert and 
Keith Johnston. 
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them guilty for this offense and not that one, 
I wondered. 

How could they pick and choose which 
testimony to base a decision upon? 

In a simple majority system, those who 
believe a defendant is guilty might achieve 
precedence and sentence a defendant to the 
furthest extent of the law, while other jurors 
might have set the same defendant free. The 
way the system is structured, it ensures that 
justice is meted out in such a way that 12 
people, with no investment in one another, 
can live with the results of a case. 


It may not be perfect justice, but it is a 
perfectly just way of determining the will of 
the people. 

Finally, I learned that a group of 
strangers, when locked in a room together, 
are capable of coming to an amenable deci- 
sion. Jury duty forces you to think honestly 
about your beliefs and your blindspots, and 
come up with compelling reasons as to why 
others should agree with you, even when it 
seems like you’re up against a brick wall of 
indecision and acrimony. 

It may not have been a perfect decision, 
but it was one that reflected the truest will of 


all those present, and a better decision that 


any of us could’ve come up with on our own. 
Maybe we should all take a page from that 
lesson. 


THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 


Seeking Housing Rehabilitation Bids. The Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne 
County, MI will receive bids for Housing Rehabilitation through the Community 
Development Block Grant Program on parcel number V125-053-03-063 1-000 also known 
as 41511 Tompkins, Van Buren Township, MI 48111. Bid forms and work specifications 
are available at the Township Clerk’s Office, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, MI 


48111, from 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m., Monday — Friday. Bids will be received until 2:00 pm, 
July 10, 2008 and should be submitted to the Clerks office. The bids will be publicly 
opened at 2:00 pm July 10, 2008. The Township reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids and is not required to accept the low bid, is an equal opportunity employer. If you 
have any questions please contact Development Services, Pat at (734) 699-8913 


Publish: June 19, 2008 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter 
Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan, 48111 on Wednesday July 9, 2008 
at 7:30 p.m. to consider a zoning change on the following described property: 


A portion of parcel number V125-83-006-99-0006-703 approximately 3.78 acres, pro- 
posed to be rezoned from R1-B Single Family Residential to M-1 Light Industrial. 


A map indicating the location of the subject site is included below. 





Legend N 
proposed rezone A 


This property is located on the North side of Ecorse Road between Morton Taylor Road 
and Haggerty Road. 


Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 
5:00 p.m. on the hearing date of July 9, 2008. 


In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a 
disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services, at least 
seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 


June 19, 2008 
June 19, 2008 


Posted: 
Publish: 
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Students T.J. Bowman and William 
Wortinger, above, of Belleville High 
School were awarded first place and 
$2,000 in scholarships and prizes 
recently through ROBOFEST for their 
vision based robotic programming chal- 
lenge. The event draws contestants 
from all over the world and students 
have to have a good command of pro- 
gramming in order to win the competi- 
tion. The students programmed the 
robot to autonomously navigate a road 
and to make decisions based on what it 
observed using an on-board camera. 
The students deserve all the credit, 
according to teacher Jason Butka. 
“They used class time wisely, 
researched and even stayed after 
school,” he said. 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
38701 WADE ROAD 


Pursuant to Michigan Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended (The City and Village Zoning 
Act), notice is hereby given that the City of Romulus will hold a public hearing at 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, July 9, 2008 for the purpose of considering a variance request. The 
public hearing will be held at the Romulus City Hall Council. Chambers, 11111 Wayne 
Road, Romulus MI 48174-1485. 


The Zoning Board of Appeals has set the public hearing to consider a variance from the 
City of Romulus Zoning Ordinance Section 4.05, Accessory Structures in Residential 
Districts to allow a 17 foot 8 inch accessory structure. The Zoning Ordinance only permits 
a maximum 15 foot height; therefore, a 2 foot 7 inch variance is required. The subject 
property is located at 38701 Wade Road. DP# 82-80-119-01-0017-302. Copies of the 
application are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours. 


All interested parties are encouraged to attend and will be given an opportunity to com- 
ment on said request. Written comments may be submitted until 12:00 noon, Wednesday, 
July 9, 2008 and should be addressed to Cynthia I. Lyon, AICP, City Planner, Economic 
Development Department, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, MI 48174-1485. 


Linda R. Choate, CMC, City Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


Publish: June 19, 2008 





1954 PA 188 Proceedings 
Notice of Street Lighting Special Assessment Hearing 


Charter Township of Van Buren 
Wayne County, Michigan 


TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF VAN BUREN, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 


‘PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that as a result of petitions by the property owners within the 
Township signed by the record owners of land whose footage constitutes more than 50 
percent of the total footage of the hereinafter described as Homestead Phases III, IV, 
and V Street Lighting Special Assessment District and the Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Van Buren proposes to purchase, construct and maintain street lights and to 
create a special assessment district for the recovery of the cost thereof by special assess- 
ment against the properties benefited therein 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the District within which the foregoing 
improvements are proposed to be constructed and within which the cost thereof is pro- 
posed to be assessed is more particularly described as follows: Homestead Phase III, IV, 
and V approximately 170 inclusive. 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township has received a preliminary street 
lighting layout plan from Detroit Edison indicating three street lights to be constructed 
with an annual operating cost of $8,951.39. This plan is on file at the Township Clerk’s 
Office and is available for examination and will further be available at the public hearing. 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a public hearing upon the proposed street light- 
ing project design and cost will be held at the Charter Township of Van Buren Municipal 
Center at 46425 Tyler Road, Belleville, Michigan, commencing at 7:30 p.m on Tuesday 
July 1, 2008. 


At such hearing, the board will consider any written objections to any of the foregoing 
matters which might be filed with said board at or prior to the time of said hearing as well 
as any revisions, corrections, amendments, or changes to said Plans, Estimates and Costs 
or to said Special Assessment District. 


All interested persons are invited to be present at the aforesaid time and place and to sub- 
mit comments concerning any of the foregoing. 


*In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations can be made 
available with advance notice. 


Township Clerk Joannie Payne 
46425 Tyler Road 

Belleville, MI 48111 

Publish: June 12, 2008 
June 19, 2008 
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Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


It’s time to look back at another 
exciting sports season. 

Whether or not they are out of 
the Western Lakes Activities 
Association (WLAA) or the Mega 
Conference, the list that follows is 
filled of athletes that played their 


hearts out during the regular sea- 


son, poured their tears out in post- 
season play, led their teams to con- 
ference and district championships 
and won individual accolades along 
the way. 

Frankly, it is a list of the area’s 
best of the best. 

For the athletes at Canton, 
Plymouth, Salem, John Glenn, 
Wayne and Northville this will be 
the final class in the All-WLAA cata- 
logue with the merger of the 
Kensington Valley Conference 
(KVC) and the WLAA into the 
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association (KLAA). Seniors can 
take pride as they are the last ath- 
letes to make the WLAA list while 
those returning as seniors for the 
2008-09 season and other under- 
classmen will have an opportunity 
to be the first to grace the 24team 
conglomerate All-KLAA. 

Those in the Mega—be it the 
Red, White, Blue or Gold—face a 
similar situation with the fate of the 
conference in the air for the 2009-10 
season. 

One of the best top stories of the 
spring season was the Northville 
varsity softball team. 

The Lady Mustangs finished 29-5 
overall on the season and won the 
Western division crown and the 
school’s first district softball title in 
history along the way. 

“This season has been amazing,” 
said Northville Coach Teryn 
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Canton senior Will Tidwell (82) makes it to first during a regional game 


Chrzanowski. “The girls all worked 
hard, got along well, and ultimately 
were the reason this team had the 
best season in school history. 
“Coach Fox, Coach Long, and I 


truly enjoyed coaching this group > 


and are proud of what they’ve 
accomplished,” she added. “Our 
eight seniors did a great job leading 
this team and will be missed next 
year. This team reached many of 
their goals, but the sweetest was 
winning the district for the first 


time in school history and seeing 


the seniors in their uniforms at 
graduation.” 

Northville had four players 
named to the All-District team. 
Allison Holmes earned her spot, 
posting a 19-5 record with a .665 
ERA. She struck out 245 batters, 
only walked 14 and gave up just 16 
earned runs. 

Senior Brittany Birdsall joins 
Holmes on the list. Birdsall was 
steady at third base and posted a 
.333 average at bat with 26 singles, 
nine doubles, three triples and 16 
RBIs. Senior Jenna Dumbleton 
made the grade, too. She was the 
team’s shortstop on defense and 
was undefeated from the circle 
with a 9-0 record. Dumbleton was 
the team’s second leading hitter 
with a .420 average with 36 singles, 
12 doubles and two triples for 17 
RBIs. 

The team hitting title goes to jun- 
ior catcher and All-District selec- 
tion Sarah Rounsifer She recorded 
a .533 average with six homeruns 
on the year and 32 singles, 10 dou- 
bles and a triple and led the team 
with 41 RBIs. 

Chrzanowski topped things off, 
capturing the District Coach of the 
Year Award. 

Holmes, Dumbleton. and 
Rounsifer were named to the 
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against Novi. He earned a 7-1 record on the mound and earned All- 


District honors. Photo by Jeff Novak 
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Plymouth’s Stacey Klonowski (16) received Western Lakes AIll- 
Conference honors as a sophomore. Photo by Jeff Novak 


WLAA. Mega All-District, 
conference, division selections 





WLAA All-Conference, too. All- 
Division honors went to Birdsall 
(Infield), senior first baseman 
Alexandra Kaszuba (Infield), junior 
outfielder Mariel Wilson (Outfield) 
and senior outfielder Megan 
Hofmeister (At-Large). 

Northville also received 
Academic All-State honors as a 
team with a GPA of 3.64. Birdsall, 
Dumbleton, Holmes and senior out- 
fielder Jamie Cotrone were individ- 
ually named to Academic All-State 
for having GPAs over 3.6. 

More softball 

Other All-WLAA softball honors 
went to: 

Salem’s junior Mary Cox 
(Infield), junior Christina Parsons 
(Outfield) and junior Emily Pitcole 
(At-Large); Plymouth’s sophomore 
Stacy Klonowski (Infield) and sen- 
ior Amy Bondy (Outfield); and 
Canton’s junior Miranda Rysdorp 
(Outfield). 

Salem freshman Hiedi Schmidt 
(Infield) and freshman pitcher 
Briana Lee (At-Large) earned AIl- 
Lakes recognition. John Glenn jun- 
iors Brittany Holbrook, Stacey 
Truskowski and Amanda 
Murakami and sophomore Katie 


Down earned All-Lake Honorable | 


Mention along with Salem senior 
Lizzy McCloud, sophomore Mary 
Johnson and freshmen Lizzy 
Mazorowicz and Kelli Janiczek. 

On the Western side Plymouth 
junior catcher Erin Rhodes earned 
All-Division along with teammates 
junior Beth Heldmeyer (Infield) 
and sophomore Amanda Burnard 


(Infield). 

Canton sophomore Amy 
Dunleavy (Infield) made the All 
Western list, too. 


Honorable mentions went to 
Canton’s senior Nicole Rago and 
freshmen Lauren Leskovitz and 
Samantha Partain; Wayne’s senior 
Heather Henning, juniors Taylor 
Krohn and Kathy Harris and soph- 
omore Jordan Berry; and 
Plymouth’s seniors Gina Giordano 
and Meghan Patterson and junior 
Jill Brennan. 

In the Mega, Belleville’s senior 
catcher Danielle Stabnau and jun- 
ior pitcher Samantha Cole made 
Red Division All-Conference. 

Romulus’s seniors catcher Joya 
Johnson and shortstop Janere 
Johnson were named Blue Division 
All-Conference while teammates 
senior Jennifer Johnson, junior 
Chelsea Hay and sophomore 
Debbie Schoolmaster walked away 
with Honorable Mention. 

Inkster freshman third baseman 
Meisha Thomas was credited with 
Gold Division All-Conference. 


Canton baseball improves in 2008 

The Canton Baseball team 
showed that it deserved some atten- 
tion this year with a dramatic 
improvement under first-year head 
coach Mark Blomshield. 

He led the Chiefs to a 22-11 over- 
all record and won the team’s first 
district title in 19 years. 

“T am very pleased with the way 
the team finished the season,” 
Blomshield said. “At one point we 
were on the fence with a 6 6 record 
and I wasn’t sure which way the 
team would head. From that point 
on we won 16 out of our next 20 
games and ended up as one of the 
most successful teams in Canton’s 
history. | 

“Obviously as a first year coach 
I'm very excited about that achieve- 
ment,” he said. “Personally I will 
never forget this team and 
how they battled their way to 
the top and showed a lot of class in 
the process. Hopefully with the suc- 
cess of this team, Canton baseball 
can set a new level of expectations 
and set the bar high for years to 
come.” 

The Chiefs had two players 
selected to All-District. 


See Select, page 7 
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Northville Coach Teryn Chrzanowski was named District Coach of the 
Year. Photo by Jeff Novak 
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Salem hurler Briana Lee made the All Lakes Division as a freshman. 
Photo by Ken Gamer 
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Northville junior catcher Sarah Rounsifer was All-District and All Western 
Lakes Conference, posting a .533 batting average. Photo by Jeff Novak 


: dé 
. , - - = » 
: : . ie 
. i ‘« . ™ ' ‘> . 
- - - = > 
se 7 - cine wd ae =—_ 
» Sos s\ . 7 : - rw 
Pr < , . ¢ . : . ’ , me = = oe ai aa ~ 
° ! ‘* ~ Oe . i . 7 = . ea ~~, 
kot o 4 ® ey ma : we |. . = . . 


‘ =~. - - 


Inkster senior Josh Howard was listed as Mega Gold All-Division player. 
Photo by Jeff Novak 
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selected to All-District. 

Senior hurler Will Tidwell war- 
ranted his place on the list with a 
7-1 record on the mound with a 
1.89 ERA. 

Junior catcher Dan Stoney 
earned his spot with the area’s 
best by posting a .375 batting aver- 
age with five home runs and 25 
RBIs. 

Both Stoney and Tidwell were 
named to the All-Western Division 
team along with senior outfielder 
Ben Vaughn, who posted a .398 bat- 
ting average. Honorable mentions 
went to senior shortstop Ryan Neu 
(333 average), sophomore pitcher 
Kevin Delepaz (7-1 record), sopho- 
more pitcher and outfielder Alex 
Dixon (.350 average and 3-0 on the 
mound) and freshman Seth 
Tschetter (.357 batting average). 


More baseball 

In the Mega Belleville senior 
third baseman and pitcher 
Andrew Overholt and junior pitch- 
er and infielder Caleb Kennedy 
were named to the Red Division 
All-Conference team. 

Romulus senior Steve Hicks 
received Blue Division All- 
Conference honors. 

Inkster seniors Derrick Coker 
and Josh Howard made the grade 
in the Gold Division All- 
Conference standings. 


Track selections 

Both the boys’ and girls’ track 
teams for Northville had stellar 
seasons. 

The Lady Mustangs won the 
WLAA meet with 144 points. 

Senior Brianna Jenkins made 
All-WLAA when she won first 
place in the high jump, clearing 5- 
2. She was also All-Division in the 
400-meter dash. Junior Amy 
Reynolds won the pole vault 
crown when she made it over a 10- 
8 height. Sophomore Jaclyn 


crown. 

Freshman long jumper Chelsea 
Ciampa was All-Division along 
with freshman high jumper Beth 
Roach (also an All-Division winner 
in the 400-meter dash); the 3200- 
meter relay team of Lindsay 
Hagan (All-Division in the 600- 
meter run), Jenny Murphy, Karina 
Puskorius and Markea Dickinson; 
and 100-meter hurdler O’Malley 


John Glenn’s junior Chanel 
Payne won the All-Conference title 
in the long jump, leaping a dis- 
tance of 17-2, and was All-Division 
in the 100-meter dash. Senior 
teammate Ashley Parker won the 
100-meter dash (12.13). The 400- 
meter relay team of Payne, Jamie 
Mellas, Ashley Montgomery (All- 
Division in the long jump) and 
Parker won the conference in 
50.54 and the same team also won 
the 800-meter race in 1:46.83. 

Salem sophomore Deja White 
was All-Division in the 100-meter 
dash along with the 800-meter 
team of Paige Regular, Caitlin 
Heaney, Madeleine Vala and 
Wright. 

Plymouth junior Jill Morton 
was All-Division in the long jump 
as was senior teammate Stephanie 
Okolo in the 100-meter dash. 

Canton’s 400-meter relay team 
of Phalyn Winans, Ciara Williams, 
Lindsay Lipa (All-Division in he 
100-meter dash) and Ashley Banks 
were All-Division. Canton sopho- 
more Beth Swanberg was named 
All-Division in the 400-meter dash. 

Wayne sophomore sprinter 
Rochelle Woods was All-Division 
in the 100-meter dash. 

The Northville boys won the 
division with an undefeated dual 


record—the second undefeated ° 


dual season—and were runner- 
ups to Stevenson in the conference 
meet. 

All-Conference honors went to 
the 4x400 relay team of Habib 
Khan, Aliasghar Arastu, Aaron 
Chew and Cavan Corcoran. 
Corcoran earned All-Conference 
honors in the 300-meter IM hurdle 
and All-Division in the 110-meter 


the long jump and 300-meter IM 
hurdle, Evan Gerish in the 110 
high hurdle; Eric Peterson in the 
800-meter run; and Jonathan 
Zurek in the 3200-meter run. 

Plymouth’s Ben Ambrose was 
placed fifth in the state in pole 
vault when he cleared 13-9. 

In Mega competition, the 
Belleville Lady Tiger won the 
Mega Red conference champi- 
onship. 

Ivy Haralson, Shakila Price, 
Leah Sykes, Melissa Groce and 
Ashley Wartley were recognized as 
Mega Red All-Leaguers. Belleville 
boys All-League selections includ- 
ed Steve Else and Varick Tucker. 

Tucker won the state champi- 
onship in the 400-meter dash in 
48.71. Else was fourth in the state 
in the 110 hurdles. 

Romulus had _ Christiane 
Linton, Erin Bragg, Sarah Payne, 
Christina Crawford and Astacia 
Watts selected to the Red Division 
All-League team. Linton placed 
fifth in the state in the 100-meter 
dash. 

Darryl White, a Mega Red AIll- 
League selection, won the state 
championship in the 100-meter 
dash for Romulus in 10.76 and was 
fourth in the 200-meter. 

Geoffrey Johnson, Marcell 
Grant, Leroy Talley, Brian Jones 
and Aaron Bailey were All-League 
selection from Romulus. 

John Glenn’s Larry Dawkins 
placed third in the state in the 100- 
meter dash. 


Other sports 

Romulus’s Ashley Wagle was 
named Mega White All- 
Conference for tennis. Romulus 
junior soccer player Kayla Lewis 
earned Blue Division All- 
Conference honors with senior 
teammates Katrina Jadzinski and 
Kristin Leigh and freshman Ngozi 
Obinya earning honorable men- 
tions. Belleville golfers Zach 
McCurley and Dan Belanger were 
named to the Mega White All- 
Division team. 


If there are more All-District, All- 
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Glenn junior pitcher Brittany Holbrook was one of four Lady Rockets that 
received Lakes Division Honorable Mention. Photo by Ken Gamer 





Konopka was first (15.29) in the high hurdle. Conference and All-Dnrision results PY se gaan See meee. : ss Z 
100-meter hurdles and junior Other All-Division awards went out there please fax them to 734-729- Although tt tHe Belleville ad Tigers Pad 2 an up cand Gur season, but jt jun- 
Daniella Drury won the 400-meter to Andrew Gorley in discus; David 1840 or email them to _ ior hurler Samantha Cole was solid throughout and made the Mega Red 
dash in 1:01.80 for the conference Brown in the high jump; Arastuin jnovak@journalgroup.com. All-Conference team. Photo by Jeff Novak 


101-0000-390.00-00 General Fund Balance 2,916,783 (35,000) 35,000 


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL HELD JUNE 2, 2008 IN 
THE ROMULUS CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER 
11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 


To cover settlement of the law suit regarding the Lama Construction/Goddard Road 
Matter. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Randolph Gear. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
Present: John Barden, Ellen Craig-Bragg, LeRoy Burcroff, Harry Crout, William Crova, 


Randolph Gear, William Wadsworth. 


08-170 
5B. Motion by Wadsworth supported by Burcroff to introduce Budget Amendment 07/08- 


Administrative Officials in Attendance: BAe eat a ie Rin 
Set Lot ACCOUNT NO. ACCOUNTNAME BUDGET |= AMENDMENT — BUDGET 
Linda R. Choate, Clerk General Rind 

Expense 
1. Motion by Crova, supported by Crout to approve the agenda as amended. 101-3110.731.71-10 Police Over-Time Wages 800,000 190,000 990,000 

Revenue 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 101-0000-410.65-10 Fines & Forfeitures 2,150,000 1,250,000 3,400,000 
Nays - None. Fund Balance 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 101-0000-390.00-00 General Fund Balance 2,881,783 1,060,000 3,941,783 


08-166 
2. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Barden to approve the minutes of the regular meet- 
ing of the Romulus City Council held May 27, 2008. 


To recognize additional revenues generated by the police department as well as 
increased police overtime expenses. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Abstain - Bragg, Gear. 


Motion Carried. 08-171 


5C. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to authorize the Mayor to sign the 


08-167 
Memorandum of Understanding with respect to the Detroit Metro Master Planning Process. 


3A. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crout to approve the transfer of Ownership on a 
2007 Class C and SDM licensed business with dance-entertainment permit from DMB, to 
Kickstand Bar & Grill, located at 30747-30755 Eureka, Romulus, Michigan 48174, Wayne 
County (ID #440000). 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-172 
6A1. Motion by Barden, supported by Burcroff to schedule a Study Session to discuss the 
revised Zoning Ordinance and revised Sign Ordinance (Chapter 29), on Monday, June 23, 
2008 at 6:00 p.m., to be held in the City Council Chambers, located at 11111 Wayne Road, 
Romulus, Michigan, 48174. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-168 
4A1. Motion by Crout, supported by Barden to adopt a memorial resolution in memory of 


anh thirty-thr City of Romulus Empl 
Fae e eee ee a a acca Ou conus a DOy ce Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 


Nays - None. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. WoGon Canied Uninimotely, 


Nays - None. 

saaitinani iy 
Monona > 08-169 6A2. ** Item Deleted.** 
4A2. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to adopt a memorial resolution for the fami- 


ly of Anthony Marion; brother to Emery Long. 11. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Burcroff to adjourn the regular of the Romulus 


City Council. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

4. Motion by Barden, supported by Burcroff to accept the Chairpersons Report. Réspeofilly subihitted: 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. Linda R. Choate, Clerk City of Romulus, Michigan 


Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the forego- 


08-170 ing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council 
SA. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Brage to UiNaie: Budget Amendment pues held on June 2, 2008. 


ACCOUNT NAME BUDGET AMENDMENT Linda R. Choate, City Clerk 
General Fund City of Romulus, Michigan 
Expense 
- 101-8214-882.74-49 Claim Expense 0 35,000 35,000 


Publish: June 19, 2008 — 


Fund Balance 
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Junior golf program 





helps Romulus children 


Andrew Kirby 
Staff Writer 


Dennis Neimiec has been 
working in conjunction with the 
Romulus School system since 
November. to create the 
“Gateway-to-Golf” Junior Golf 
Program at Gateway Golf Club. 

Five golf tutorials were held 
Saturday each about an hour long. 
Neimiec taught the students about 
the game and techniques of golf. 

Among the 94 children regis- 
tered for class last Saturday was 
Miranda, General Manager Mike 
Cottone’s daughter. Cottone and 
Gateway Golf Club, located at 
Venoy and Van 
Born Road, have 





S225 


can, but I have clubs of all sizes 
including left handed clubs.” 

Omar Maldonado, Kon 
Kinunen, and Sharon Lundie 
coached the kids along with 
Neimiec. 

“Omar is an 8 or 9 handicap 
and plays in some travel leagues 
and Ron is one of the better play- 
ers I know,” Cottone said. 

Carl Weiss, Superintendant of 
Romulus Schools, along with 
Marjie McAnally, and Phyllis 
Adkins, principals of the Romulus 
Elementary and Romulus Middle 
Schools were instrumental in the 
success of “Gateway-to-Golf.” 
“The schools were very good 

about distributing 
and collecting the 





been working to kids et an es oe ) application forms 
invite more chil- Fr he ] gE Z - for me,” Neimiec 
dren to golf by | _ exposure toa said. eats 
providing the Neimiec 
children _—in “sport that's just as much - charges 5 dollars 
“Gateway-to- _ exercise as anything per child per 
>> “ q ill 
Golf with - else and it gets them class. Classes wl 


coupons for balls 
on the Griving | 
range and junior © 
rates for golf. 

‘(The kids] get 
an exposure to a sport that’s just 
as much exercise as anything else 
and it gets them away from the 
TV,” Cottone said, “When they 
walk the course and do all the 
swinging, it works all the muscles. 
It’s every bit as good as swimming 
would be.” 

Neimiec couldn’t have done 
this all on his own, he said. Some 
students volunteered their own 
time to raise money for the equip- 
ment. 

“All the equipment is provided 
by us,” Neimiec said, “If students 
<want to bring their own clubs, they 


away from the Me 





be held every 
Sitarday through 
the summer, but 
Neimiec said if 
Saturdays are 
inconvenient for the parents, he 
may start having a class during the 
week. 

“If I get enough parents saying 
that they would like me to do a 
class during the week I will start 
doing that,’ Neimiec said. 

Most of the children who par- 
ticipated were between the ages 
of 6-13, but Neimiec said even 
high school students are welcome. 

For more information on 
“Gateway-to-Golf” Junior Golf 
Program, or to register a child for 
a class, call Dennis Neimiec 
(734)721-4100. 
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Golf instructors, ROrR left in back row, sharon iinale, nat Maldonado and Dennis s Niemiec teaches young- 
sters how to play golf. Photo by Andrew Kirby 
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Dennis Niemiec, in coniunchon with the Romulus School system created the “Gateway-to-Golt” Junior Golf 
Program at Gateway Golf Club. Above he works with two students on Saturday. Photo by Andrew Kirby 





01, Obituaries 31. Help Wanted Sales 50, Pets & Supplies 
02. In Memoriam 32. Help Wanted Drivers 54. Rummage Sales 
03. Cards of Thanks 33. Child Care 55. Estate Sales 
04. Monuments 34, Specialized Services 56. Flea Markets 

& Cemetery Plots 35. Situations Wanted 57. Antiques 
05, Personals/Announcements 40. Business Opportunity 58. Garage and Yard Sales 
06, Legal Notices 42. Health and Fitness 59. Auctions 
07. Attorneys 43. Money to Loan 60. Misc. Sales 
08. Entertainment 44. Music/Art Lessons 61. Misc. Items 
09. Lost & Found 45. Adult Care 62. Building Supplies 
10. Coming Events 46. Private Schools/Instruction 63. Business and 
30, Help Wanted 47. Riding/Horses/Stables OfficeEquipment 
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64. Lawn & Garden Supplies 78. Hunting / Fishing 98. Mobile Homes for Rent 110. Lots for Sale 

65. Tree Service 82. Wanted to Buy 99. Flats for Rent 111. Out of State Property 
66, Landscape / Nurseries 87. Room for Rent 100. Will Share 112. Commercial Lease 

67. Garden Plant / Supplies 88. Duplexes for Rent 101. Wanted to Rent 113. Real Estate Wanted 
68. Garden / Produce 89. Apartments for Rent 102. Storage 114. Auto Accessories 

70. Masonry / Brickwork 90. Condos/Townhouses for Rent 103. Business Property for Sale 115. Autos for Sale 

72. Cleaning Services 92. Business Places for Rent 104. Farms & Acreage for Sale 116. Antique & Classic Cars 
73. Musical Merchandise 93, Banquet Halls 105. Mobile Homes for Sale 117. Trucks & Vans for Sale 
74. Sporting Goods 94. Farm Land for Rent 106. Houses for Sale 118. Freebies 

75. Boats / Accessories 95, Real Estate 107. Condos/Townhouses for Sale 119. Auto Repairs 

76, Remodeling & Renovations 96. Houses for Rent 108. Lake and Resort 120. Motorcycles 

77. Recreation Vehicles 97. Cottages for Rent 109. Income Property ‘| 121. Autos Wanted 





1. Obituaries 








ALLEN, Lee Aaron, age 87, 
died June 5, 2008. He was 
born June 9, 1920. Lee 
leaves wonderful memories | 
to a devoted wife, Helen 
Bonner-Allen; two daugh- 
ters, Rayette Butler of CA 
and Barbara Jean Gibson of 
Gary, IN; grandchildren, 
Howard Gibson (Sandra) 
and Eunice Gibson of 
Milwaukee, WI, Luther 
Gibson, Sharon Gibson and 
Sharmaine Gibson of TX, 
Jermaine Gibson of 
Indianapolis, IN, and Robert | 
Gibson of Inkster, Ml; aspe- | 
cial Goddaughter, Forrestella | 
Toney of Chicago, IL, sister- | 

in-law, Melba Morman of 
Inkster, MI; brother-in-law, 
Sam Warren of Inkster, Ml; 
step-children, Terry Bonner 
(Veronica) of Romulus, MI, 
Bonita Harris of Inkster, MI, 
Johnnie Bonner Jr. of | 
Inkster, MI and Lola | 
Burgines (Jiles) of Westland, 
MI, plus a host of loving 
great and great-great grand- | ing. 
children, nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends. 
Services were held at 
Nehemiah Word of Faith Full | 
Gospel Baptist Church, 
Inkster, MI with Bishop 
Felton Harris Jr. officiating. 
Interment was at Sunset 
Hills Cemetery, Ypsilanti, Ml. | 
Final arrangements were 
entrusted to Penn Funeral 
Home, Inkster, MI. 








ELDRIDGE, Dushone Jr, 
‘age 11, died June 1, 2008. 
He was born December 20, 
1996. DJ leaves to cherish 
his memories, his mother, 

Tamara Ellis; his father, 

- Dushone Eldridge Sr; 
maternal grandparents, 
Angel L. Madison-Ellis of 
Romulus, MI and Lloyd Ellis 
Sr. of Columbia, TN; his 
paternal grandmother, Betty 
Eldridge of Inkster, MI; great 
grandmothers, Mary 
Madison ahd Barbara Jean 
| Harrison, both of Ypsilanti, 
MI; uncles Lloyd Ellis Jr. of 
Romulus, Ml, Eric Eldridge | 
of Inkster, MI, Tyrone 
Eldridge of Nashville, TN 
and William Eldridge of 
Detroit, MI; aunts, Tashonee 
James and Marie Fontane 
both of Inkster, MI and a 
host of other relatives and 
friends. His brother 
D'Angelo Carr preceded him 
in death. Services were held 
at Burning Bush 
International Ministries with 
Apostle D W. Shelby officiat- 
Interment was at United 

Memorial Gardens, 
Plymouth, MI. Final arrange- 
ments were entrusted to 
Penn Funeral Home, Inkster, 








re 


\ 





HALEY, Bernard (Shoakes), = a 
age 53, died May 23, 2008. | 
He was born September 17, 
1954. He leaves to cherish 
his loving memory, his 
devoted brother, John 
(Brenda) Haley of Michigan; 
his surrogate family Percy 
(Andrew) Baker of Michigan, 
Faye Williams of Las Vegas, 
NV and Phyllis Miller, Leo 
Miller Jr, Shakirah Houston 
and Shakeela Seifuddin, all 
of Michigan; one aunt, Ruby, 
(Claude) Willis, and a host of 
loving nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. 
Services were held at Penn 
Funeral Home with Elder 
Nathan Fisher officiating. 
Cremation rites were accord- 
ed. Final arrangements 
were entrusted to Penn 
Funeral Home, Inkster, MI. 


ee 


LORENZ, Fred A. Jr., age 
57 of Romulus, passed May 
23, 2008. Beloved husband 

of Rebecca “Becky” J. 

(Freeland) Lorenz, dear 
father of Fred A. Lorenz Ill, 
Jennifer E. (Marc) Wolney, 
Sarah E. (Jim) Harrison and 

Allyson E. (Jeremy) 

Mi. ‘McDonald, grandfather of 
Kathryn Wolney, brother of 
Paulette (Ray) Dugan, Kathy 
(Edward) Tobin and Odette 
(Shawn) Ferguson. Fred was 
preceded in passing by his 
parents, Fred A. Sr. and 
Kathryn L. (Madden) Lorenz. 


held at Penn Funeral Home 
with Prophet Lee Audrey | 
Williams. officiating. 
Interment was at Sunset Hill | 
Cemetery, Ypsilanti Twp., MI. 
Final arrangements were 
entrusted to Penn Funeral — 
Home, Inkster, MI. | 


Wl 6. Legal Notices 


Notice to Bidders | HR 
Northville Public Schools is 28450 Northline Rd. 


*)| accepting proposals to Romulus, Ml 48174 

| upgrade the running track at ea 

a | a 
| 


Fred was uncle to four 
nieces and one nephew. 
Services were held at St. 

Mary Catholic Church, 

Wayne, MI. Interment was at | 
Romulus Cemetery. 
Memorials to American 
Cancer Society. Final 
arrangements were entrust- 
. ed to Crane Funeral Home, 
er | Romulus, Ml. Visit 
| www.cranefuneralhome.net. 


of employment. Services 
were held at Crane Funeral | 
Home, Romulus, MI with 
Rev. William Kren officiating. 
Cremation rites were 
accorded. Visit 
www.Cranefuneralhome.net 


30. Help Wanted 





Industrial Engineer 
Saturn Electronics Inc. MI 
(Romulus) in need of 
Industrial Engineer. Must 
have B.S. or equiv. in 
Engineering & 2 yrs exp. as 
an Industrial Engineer. 
Please mail resume to: 

















MCCRAIGHT, William J. | 
“Bill”, 61 of Romulus, | 
passed June 6, 2008. 

Beloved husband of Linda 
C. (McCarthy) McCraight, 
dear father of Angela M. 
DeCant of Romulus, MI, 

Jamie L. DeCant of Toledo, 


the 8 Mile Stadium. 
Proposals due 10 AM, 
Monday, June 30, 2008 at: 
501 W. Main Street 
Northville, MI 48167 


NOW HIRING: Companies 
desperately need employees 
to assemble products at 








WILLIAMS, Marcus Alfred 
Lee, age 38, died May 23, 











home. 
| OH and Lanee L. (Scott) 2008. He was born 248-344-8441 | No Selling, any hours. 
Petri of Plymouth, MI. November 6, 1969. He $500 weekly potential 
Grandfather of five, brother leaves to cherish his memo- | Info. 985-646-1700 
of Gloria Schwartz of White | ry his only child Alyssa Faye; | ‘ Dept. MI-7180 
Lake, MI and Sharon his mother Brenda Joyce 9 | 
(Herbert) McKeever of Lake, Penn; three brothers, Need extra help: nee \ BOLD % 
MI. He is also survived by by | Jonathan Williams (Nicole), | Advertise in our classified | 
his mother Katherine John Penn Jr. (Aisha) and | PRINT 
(Grassel) McCraight. He was Tony Penn; HS ee | help wanted section. ._| 
preceded in passing by his Kandice Penn; three nieces, _ Call | ATTRACTS 
father Milton L. McCraight. three nephews, and a host ) 
| Bill retired from Republic of aunts, uncles, cousins 194-467-1900. Mone 
' Waste in 2003 after 30 years | and friends. Services were TODAY! READERS! 


34. Specialized Services 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 


COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 
Remodeling * Service * City Repairs 


== 734-722-0037 


35728 Van Born * Wayne 


30. Help Wanjed | , 


MICHIGAN 





WORKS! 


Wayne Service Center 


Spring Job Fair 
June 25, 2008 
11AM 3PM 


WAYNE ' MONHOE 


Worship Directory 
Christ Cemple Apostolic Faith Church 


DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. MCCLENDON, PASTOR 
Bt Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) ' 


Wayne Community Center 
4635 Howe Road 
Wayne, MI 48184 

Variety of 
Employment Opportunities 


Dress Professional 
Bring Resumes 


Christlan Education (9:15 a.m,-11:00 a.m.) 


Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m. ‘ : BSSAS 
**Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under** 


29124 Eton Street * Westland, Ml 48186 * 734-326-3833 
wWwWww.christtemploatcw.com 
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PART-TIME DEMOLITION 
TEAM NEEDED 
Midpoint Construction 
Company is looking for a 
few interested community 
members to be part of the 
demolition phase of the 
Inkster High School Pool 
Renovation Project 

_ this summer. 

These positions are part- 
time at $11.50 per hour for 
approximately 2 weeks. 
Applications will be made 
available in the Inkster High 
School Cafeteria 
32500 Middlebelt Road 
Inkster, MI 48141 
on Monday June 23, 2008 
between the hours of 9:00 

! AM and Noon. 
Midpoint Construction 
Company is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 


HIGH SCHOOL GRADS 
Learn a technical skill. 
Excellent training with full 
pay and benefits while you 
train. Age 17-34. 

Call 1-800-371-7456 
M-F 8-4 


31. Sales Help 
Wanted 


ACCOUNT 
REPRESENTATIVES 
NEEDED 





The Journal Newspapers 
has immediate openings for 
sales representatives to 


serve our circulation area. | 


Candidates must have reli- 
able transportation and a will- 
ing attitude. Base plus com- 
mission. Newspaper or 
media sales experience pre- 
ferred, but will train the right 
candidate. 

Please send 





resume de- | 


tailing experience and avail- | 


ability to:. 


Susan Willett 

Journal Newspaper Group 
PO. Box 339 

Wayne, MI 48184 


32. Help Wanted 
Drivers 





ATTN: DRIVERS 
SIGN-ON BONUS 
35-42 cpm. Earn over $1000 
weekly. Excellent benefits. 


Need CDL-A & 3 mos recent 


OTR. 800-635-8669 


DRIVER: DON'T JUST 
START your career, start it 
right! Company sponsored 

CDL training in 3 weeks. 
Must be 21. Have CDL? 
Tuition reimbursement! 

CRST. 866-917-2778. 


34. Specialized 





Services 


Lyudmyla’s Cleaning 
Service is hoping to clean 
your home. We have yerars 
of experience and excellent 

references. 
Call Lyuda at: 
586-883-2452 


40. Business 
Opportunity 


ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE. 
Do you earn up to 
$800/day? Your own local 
candy route. Includes 30 
Machines and Candy. 
All for $9,995. 

Call 1-888-744-4651. 


g Auto Salvage 





A-1 Auto 
Salvage & Scrap 
We Buy Scrap Metal 
& Junk Cars 
Ferrous & Non-Ferrous 
Cert. State Truck Scale 
Pick-up or Drop-off 
2574 State 
Ypsilanti, Ml 
(734) 483-0901 





Services — 
Motivational 
Empowerment 
Counseling Center 
& Assoc. 
e Substance Abuse Treatment 
e Substance Abuse Classes 
e Mental Health Treatment 
*DLAD Assessment 
¢ Anger Management 
¢ Domestic Violence 


734-895-3597 











ATTENTION SALES 
LEADERS! 

Now launching Michigan. 
Ground floor opportunity. 
Established multi-billion 
dollar skincare company 
launching a new line. 
Timing is critical! 
Call Skincare Consulting: 
1-888-351-7774 


54. Rummage 
Sales 





Huge Sale! 
Items added continually 


Dexter Boy Scout Troop 477 


Creekside Intermediate 
School, Baker Rd., Dexter 
Friday 6/20 9-9 
Sat. 6/21 8-noon 


DEARBORN HEIGHTS 
POLICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUC- 
TION 


The following vehicles have 


been deemed abandoned 
and will be sold at public 


auction on June 25, 2008 at 


1:00 PM at: 
Dalton Towing, 27218 
Currier, Dearborn Heights, 
MI 48125 (313-299-9727): 


1989 Buick 2DR 
2G4WD14T8K1488271 


1991 Chevrolet 2DR 
1G1JC14G6M7241981 


1996 Plymouth 4DR 
1P3ES47C0OTD528402 


1990 Chevrolet 2DR 
1G1JF14T8L7123322 


1988 Mitsubishi 4DR 
JASBA36K3JU020493 


1995 Dodge 4DR 
2B3HD56F2SH551 823 


1991 Ford 4DR 
2FACP72GXMX176403 


1993 Plymouth 4DR 
1 P3XA46KXPF620664 


1996 Dodge 4DR 
1B3EJ46X1TN188504 


1988 Ford SW 
2FMZA5149WBD09374 


1996 Toyota 4DR 
4T1BF12B7TU100164 


1997 Pontiac 2DR 
1G2WP12K1VF276965 


1993 Mercury SW 
4M2DV11W9PDJ38905 


1991 Chevrolet 4D 
2G1WN54T5M9224415 


STOP LEG CRAMPS 
BEFORE THEY STOP YOU. 


Calcet's triple calcium formula is designed to help 


| 





1988 Chevrolet 4DR 
1G1JC5119JJ213176 


1991 Pontiac SW 
1GMCU06D3MT202116 


1989 Oldsmobile 4DR 
1G3CW54C9K1315566 


1997 Chevrolet 2DR 
1G1JC1243VM101446 


2004 Toyota 4DR 
2T1BR32E04C237656 


2004 Ford 4DR 
1FAFP3435W181018 


1994 Pontiac 4DR 
1G2NE5530RC825379 


1994 Toyota 4DR 
2T1AE09BXRC070439 


1993 Dodge SW 
1B4GH54ROPX527760 


1991 Ford PU 
1FTCR10U5MPA74040 


Please note: The bidding will 


start at the towing and stor- 
age charges. Cars might 
not be at this lot for viewing. 


USED MACHINERY “FAK” 
PRIVATE BID 
AUCTION WILL BE HELD 
ON JULY 11, 2008 AT 9AM. 
PICTURES AVAILABLE 
UPON REQUEST. 


ALL INQUIRIES MUST BE E- | 


MAILED TO: 
CHATOFMICH@AOL.COM 





NEW QUEEN 
PILLOWTOP 
Mattress & Box Set 
$150 


KING SIZE 3-piece 
Orthopedic Mattress & Box 
Set 
$225 


New in Plastic 
Can Deliver 
734-326-2744 


SOFA & LOVESEAT SET 
NEW in plastic & crate. 
Full Warranty 
$450 


NEW 5 Pc. Cherry 
Bedroom Suite 
All brand NEW in boxes 
$395 


Must Sell 
Can Deliver 
(734) 637-2012 


cacet 


(ety Saeret 
Triple Calcium 


ae Viaeran D 


stop low calcium leg cramps. Just ask your pharmacist. Rap ed 


business!” 





Finance 


STONE CREDIT 
SOLUTIONS, INC 
Find out how 
easy it is to 
improve your credit... 
FREE 
CONSULTATION 
lf you mention 
this AD! 
248-504-0122 





Hardwood Floors 
Installation/Repair 
Refinishing 


New Hardwood Floors 
Starting at $7.00/sq. ft. 


For Free Estivmate Call: 


My Brothers Floor 
734-905-6797 
8am - 10pm 
Fully Licensed & Insured 





Woman climbs tree after 
using Thera-Gesic* 


BEXAR COUNTY- Mary Ann W., after using 
Thera-Gesic* on her sore calf muscle, climbed a 
9'/2 foot oak tree in front of the courthouse to 
protest the high cost of fuel. When asked why 
such a small tree, she painlessly 
replied. “None of your dang 


‘mares ns att 
Sas 


wets 










Free" Pool. 















FOR SALE 
Patio set, 2 yrs. old 
$100 


Grill, 1 yr. old 
$75 


2 tents, screen tent, 
camping table 
Best Offer 


734-306-5035 


HOMEOWNERS WANTED!!! 
Kayak Pools is looking for 
Demo Homesites to display 
our virtually "Maintenance 
Save thousands 
of $$$ with this unique 
opportunity! 

Call Now!! 800-31-KAYAK 
Discount Code: 522-L15 


‘ 


PIONEER DELUXE POLE 
BUILDINGS - 1' side over- 
hang, 1" fiberglass roof insu- 
lation, Galvalume steel, 14 
colors, ACQ treated lumber, 
Licensed and insured, 
call for quotes. 
1-800-292-0679 


87. Rooms For Rent 


AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low daily and 
weekly rates. 
Refrigerator, microwave, 
Cable TV. 

Call 734-721-1220 
Tel-96 Inn 
313-535-4100 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 
Days Inn/Sunrise Motel 
734-427-1300 


88. Duplexes — | 
For Rent 





WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list of 
clean, renovated 2 &3 BR 
duplexes. Most units Lead 
Paint safe. Section 8 vouch- 
ers welcome. 
Some pets permitted. 
Flexible move-in cost. 
Professional local full-time 
management and service. 
Office at 2365 S. Venoy. 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 





WESTLAND 
Duplexes for Rent 
2BR - $550 & up 
SBR - $625 & up 
Sec. deposit req. 

Flexible move-in cost 
Updated & freshly painted, 
1-1.5BA 
Sec. 8 welcome 
Full Time Mat. staff 
Call 734-507-9149 


williamsauction.com 
800.801.8003 
4 


Cost-Effective 
mia to toh Coverage 









Michigan P ss Asso% i 
827 N. Washington ae 
Lansing, Ml 48906-5 99° 


Phone: 517. 7 
Fax: 517.372.24 ak 






- , Hl andyman | : . 





AFFORDABLE REPAIRS 
& IMPROVEMENTS 


Landlord & Senior 
Discounts 
30 yrs. Exp 
Kitchen, Bath & | 
Basement Remodeling 
Electrical & 
Plumbing Repair 
Painting / Drywall / Flooring 
Doors / Tile 
Small Jobs Welcome 


734-968-0945 





Mr. x segue 





On time. Done nght® 
734-451-9888 
America's #1 Handyman 


Small to medium 
size projects 
and "Honey do items" 


On WOW cable channel 14 


Pearson Construction 
Services LLC 


All Remodeling Work 
Roofs, Basements, Decks, 
Additions, Drywall, Painting, 
Electrical & Plumbing 
Kitchen & Baths 


734-658-4208 





TWO MEN AND A TRUCK. 
“Movers Who Care.” 


Boxes, 
Packaging Supplies 
and Packaging 

Services for 
your Home or 
Business Move 
Free Estimates 
On Time Arrival 


734-722-6683 


www.twomen.com 





DR. DANIELS AND SON 
Real Estate Loans. Cash for 
land contracts. $10,000 to 
$500,000 - Fast funding, free 
consultation. 800-837-6166. 
248-335-6166. 
allan@drdanielsandson.com 


BEE BANE TS i 105. Mobile Homes & 
| For Rent for Sale 
WAYNE, MI 
Quiet 1 & 2 BRS, 


Well maintained 
Heat/water/A/C inc. 


CANTON 
Owner financed 
_ 2&3 BR Mobile Homes 
5 Models to choose from 





No pets Zero down 
No payments for 3 mon. 
& retirees ‘ (Lot rent only) AFFORDABLE FORE- 


CLOSED HOMES! 
1-4bd homes available from 
$199/mo! 5% down 20 years 
at 8%apr. For listings and 
| more info 800-796-6037 


106. Houses For 
Sale | 
m 121. Autos Wanted 


| 
Walk to town | 


$470-$600/month 
Call a manager @ 
734-729-2108 or 
734-718-9521 
or owner @ 
734-718-3562 


Call Jim: 
313-277-1907 











ROMULUS NORTHVILLE 
Spacious 1 & 2 BR 
Near airport 18062 Wildflower Dr. 


Advance H&W Towing 
| Top $ for junk vehicles 
| (CASH) 


Upd. kitch. & bath 
Washer/dryer in unit. 


4BR w/master suite down 


| 
| 
| 
Great for singles 
| 
| 
| 5.5BA, finished basement 








Free heat and much more! | w/full kitchen 
1 BR $560 | 5% seller assistance Free Pick-up 
2 BR $685 | Price Reduced 7 Days a Week 
Call 313-483-2249 $895,000 734-223-5581 
S | MSL Listed | 
| By Appt. Only | 
ROMULUS Call Agent at: | 
Exceptionally nice 1BR 734-451-9400 or 
basement apt. for 248-380-6418 
single, working, Don't Miss This One! Watch 
non-smoker/non-drinker. 
Private entrance. 
Near Metro Airport for daily 
$650/mon. plus $650 sec. BEST HOME LOANS 
Includes utilities and cable | Land Contract and Mortgage 





Washer/dryer privileges 
734-941-6968 or | 
313-289-0723 | 


Payoffs, Home- 
Improvements, Debt 
Consolidation, Taxes. 


news updates 





| WAYNE 

| Ash & Second 

| 2BR Upper Flat 

| All Utilities 

| $625/mon. plus sec. 
313-258-5617 


WAYNE 
| Near Wayne Road 
Quiet and clean 1 BR 
Heat and water inc. 
Ideal for singles and 
| retirees. No Pets 
| $450 moves you in 
| with approved credit 
Sec. 8 welcome 


Houses, Doublewides, 
Mobiles, Any reason, Any 
credit! 1-800-246-8100 
Anytime! United Mortgage 
Services. 
www.umsmortgage.com 


on our website 


journalgroup.com 


LALLA 


DIRECTORY 





et ye 
LOE nate HSI 
“3 ~~ ‘~Michigan Press Association. 


313-247-2075 


Harry J. Will 


Funeral Homes 
34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 
(734) 721-5600 


Tom Lynch * Manager 
Jim Henley * Director 


WAYNE 
4045 Columbus 
1 Bedroom apt 


Also in Livonia 
& Redford 


Rate es U AT F U N E RAL A 0 M E 
NO DEPOSIT! Harold Rediske Jr., Director 


Call: 734-522-1512 Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 
35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 ° (734) 721-8555 


www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


24 HOUR SERVICE * FAX 278-7314 
The Penn Funeral Home 


“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 
JAMES H. PENN & SON 
3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
Inkster, MI 48141 





Call 
734-467-1900 
to place your 


classified ad. 


313-278-6300 


aA ee ee = 


140+ Michigan 
Homes 





acne a rari Recruiter oF 





Place your 2x2 display ad and 
reach over 3.5 million readers 
for just $999! Place a 25-word 
classified ad and reach over 4 
million readers for just $299! 
Contact this newspaper or 
Bobbie and Roselie at 


.: : eesti Mes 

Be Jean). ee RS 
ee ioe es | 
= eu) Syla fata 


TRMe de ee (Hoe eee. odin 


or ‘ 
| ct | | 
, 


 U-Pick 











eee) ee | | (Nee ene 
Petland U- Pick In-Home 
We have the Pets! Strawberries Window Cleaning 
We Carry Puppies, Kittens, and Peas 
Birds, Fish, Small Animals, Rowe's Window, Gutter & 


plus everything you need Carpet Cleaning 


to care for them 
2087 Rawsonville Rd. 


Produce Farm 


10570 Martz Rd., www.cleanwindows.biz 


Belleville, Ml 48111 Ypsilanti, MI 
Exit 187 off of I-94 abate Araieoaeaen 
Next to K-Mart all tor picking 
conditions 


734-482-8993 


www.PetlanaBelleville.com 


Call Eric at 


| Waterproofing “ 





734-467-1900 to place your 
Wicked Waterproofing 


Basement 
Waterproofing 
Small Excavation work 
Free Estimates 
734-891-8791 


Business and Service 


Directory ad. 
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Scream team 


Local movie makers re-release film 


ae we : : 


Just in case you missed it the 
first time, Born of Earth hits the big 
screen again this month. 

The husband-wife scream team, 
Todd and Tommy Brunswick, are 
re-releasing their latest made-in- 
Michigan horror movie as a part of 
a month-long of a Fright Night 
Wednesday double feature series— 
all Skeleton Factory productions 
directed by Tommy Brunswick—at 
the Emagine Canton Theater. 

Born of Earth is scheduled as 
the second show on Wednesday, 
June 25, following one of the duo’s 
early films, The Remake (check the 
theater listing for times). 

The Fright Night finale leads 
way into the start of Motor City 
Nightmares Weekend of Horrors 
presented by Skeleton Factory and 

Atomic Devil Entertainment July 
18-20 at the Crowne Plaza Novi, 
across from Twelve Oaks Mall. 





. ok Nightmares 
- offers weekend full oft fun 
activities like 
- Tenia Tattoo Cones - 
and’ oe Costume” 
contests and 
“Vicious Vendors” ‘and 


Fgh Filn ” Rooms.” 









weekend full of fun activities like 
“Terrifying Tattoo Contest” and 
“Creep Costume” contests and 
‘Vicious Vendors” and “Frightful 
Film Rooms.” 

There is also a Cocktail Night 
with George Romero, who wrote 
Night of the Living Dead; Tony Todd, 


Hodder who was Jason Voorhees in 
Friday the 13th 7, 8,9 and X and the 
original scream queen, Linnea 
Quigley. 
Visitors can also take part i in the 
40th anniversary celebration of 
Night of the Living Dead with 
Romero and original cast members 
Kyra Schon, Bill Hinzman, Judith 
O’Dea, John Russo (also in Born of 
Earth), George Kosana and 
Russell Streiner. 
Weekend passes for all three 
days are $50 per person. Single {| 
day tickets for Friday, July 18 and 
Saturday, July 19 are $20 (10 for 
children 5-12 years old) for each i 
day and $15 ($7.50 for children 5- Gl 
12 years old) for Sunday, July 20. 
For more information on the 
convention go to www.motorci- 
tynightmares.com. For more 
information on the Brunswicks 
and The Skeleton Factory go to 
















THE SKEL eal 


ee Dee | 


See: MODURIE 


‘ a 
st ¢ 
. r) 


ma FACT 


RY Prasonts 
»TST FALCON st 


Motor City Nightmares offers www.theskeletonfactory.com. 


who was the Candyman; Kane 


Born of Earth is bloody tun 


There wasn't a seat left in the house when 
Tommy and Todd first premiered Born of 
Earth in April at the Emagine Novi and as 
predicted it was everything it was clawed, bit- 
ten, chewed, ripped up and supposed to be—a 
bloody good time. 

The husband and wife team’s ninth feature 
is a mature well-made independent blood fest 
that is a terror-ific, fun ride. 

The film is a completely made-in-Michigan 
project with parts set in Northville and Salem 
Township. Tuscan Café and As the Page 
Turns bookstore in Northville made cameo 
appearances for key scenes. 

A movie is always more enjoyable when 
you see places and landmarks that you know 
personally. But that’s not the only thing that 
makes Born of Earth such a monster-heavy joy 


ride. 

Tommy Brunswick’s direction is unique 
and refreshing. She utilizes different angles 
and uses available light to create tense and 
memorable scenes and she gets the most out 
of her B-movie cast. 

Some of the better-known cast members 
like Daniel Baldwin, James Russo and Brad 
Dourif deliver on the dialogue heavy script. 
There won't be any Oscar-winning perform- 
ances here but for entertainment purposes 
they were pretty good. 

The story revolves around the mystery of 
the several mass disappearances recorded 
through history. The movie attributes them to 
an army of underground—hence born of 
earth—demons that kill adults and abduct 
children. 
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Staff Writer 


Now the fictional town of Prophet Hills is 
there for the taking. The film opens up with 
the happy-go-lucky Kessler family finishing 
up a routine evening until bedtime and 


_Danny (Daniel Baldwin) finds his wife dead 


and watches these creatures drag his two chil- 
dren under ground. 

' After things settle down, Danny leaves 
town only to return exactly five years later 
with a freshly grown goatee. He tries to warn 
his sister-in-law and her daughter of the dan- 
gers that lurk below the city but is intercepted 
by the sheriff (Russo) and the mayor (Dourif) 
who have their own agenda. 

The mayor covers up the disappearances 
in order to lure housing developers.. Danny’s 


plan to get out of town and the mayor’s plan to 


make a profit turns into a bloody mess as the 
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creatures resurface for one last time. 

Born of Earth is gorier than it is scary. Trust 
me when I say that the closer you are to the 
screen the bloodier the scenes are. 

The creatures are actually quite scary up 
close with their dead black eyes, bloodstained 
fangs and claws. From a distance they're not 
as convincing as they creep across the moonlit 
road. But, like the actors, they get the job 
done. 

On a larger scale, Born is much more than 
a gruesome monster-attack movie. The fact 
that Prophet Hills represents the many towns 
and cities that are literally dying in the this 
failing economy, proves that the Brunswicks 
have their fingers on the fading pulse of 
Michigan. 7 

That’s the seary part. 


Dont Dress for ins oe mol of laughs 


Flagrant, public adultery has 
never carried such delicious bite. 


In the second run of the smash - 


inaugural performance of Marc 
Camoletti’s Don’t Dress for Dinner, 
directed by Gillian Eaton, at The 
Tipping Point Theatre, fast and 
loose aristocrat mores get their 
comeuppance in the most poetic 
way possible. 

Filled with deft jabs and physi- 
cal folly, Don’t Dress for Dinner has 
all the makings of a modern day. 


Reviewed By 
Jennifer Busch 
Staff Writer 


Aaron Moore gets up close and personal in Mare Camoletti’ S madca 
at the Tipping Point Theater through June 29, 


4 


Moliere, with enough dual-ended 
jokes to keep you laughing long 
past curtain call. 

Set in France, Bernard (played 
by Loren Bass) is trying to scurry 
his wife, Jacqueline (Sarab 
Kamoo), off to her mother’s so that 
he can enjoy a romantic weekend 
with his chic, young mistress, 
Suzanne (Michelle Hooks- 
Stackpoole). At the last minute, 
Bernard’s best friend, Robert 
(Dave Davies), calls and invites 





“Filled with deft and phys folly, 
_ Don Dress for Dinner has all the makings ofa modem 
ee Moliere, with enough dual-ended jokes t to 
_ fee oe laughing ong past curtain call. 





himself down for the weekend, 
which Bernard takes as the ideal 
alibi for his sudden stint of bache- 





p comedy Don't Dress for Dinner, showing 


lorhood. 

Unfortunately Jacqueline, who 
is having a secret affair with 
Robert, hears of his arrival and 
cancels her plans, leaving Bernard 
with the unsavory task of either 
canceling his tryst or dreaming up 
some half-baked scheme to explain 
Suzanne’s sudden arrival. 

Everything seems to be well in 
hand until Robert mistakes the 
weekend cook, Suzette (Laurel 
Hufano), for Bernard’s mistress 
and enlists her help to fool 
Jacqueline, moments before 
Bernard gets a chance to warn him 
that the real Suzanne is still en 
route. 

If it sounds confusing in print, 
imagine watching it unfold as the 
hilarious, convoluted backstory for 
this talented, slapstick ensemble. 

Well-staged and filled with back- 
handed jabs at the trappings of 
aristocracy, this production 
reminded of an especially good 
episode of Frasier, if Frasier had 
filled a two-hour time slot and all 
the jokes landed squarely where 
pitched. The characters in the play 
are all exaggerated, but Eaton is 
careful not to let them degenerate 
into stereotypes, so that Bernard’s 
whiny, tittering mistress is also 
unexpectedly sweet and generous 
and Suzette, the common, low 
brow cook, is actually the 
shrewdest minx in the mix. 

Of course, it’s hard to pass all 


if 





the credit along to the director 
with a cast as sharp as this one. 

Bass is hilariously believable as 
the lust mad Bernard, while 
Davies turns in an excellent per- 
formance as an accidental ladies 
man. Kamoo is cleverly cutting as 
the over bred Jacqueline, and 
Hooks-Stackpoole is surprisingly 
sweet and sympathetic as 
Bernard’s long-suffering mistress. 

The real standout of the play is 
Hufano, however, who delivers her 
role with unshakable good humor 
and spot on comedic timing, lend- 
ing the production an earthy spin 
that keeps it from teetering into the 
absurd. 

Aaron Moore also turns in a 
hilarious cameo as Suzette’s bruis- 
er of a husband George, and her 
overbearing, self-appointed 
evening chauffeur. 

In fact, what is most fun about 
the play might well be the audi- 
ence’s snickering glee at watching 
the upper crust stew in their own 
immoral pot, locked in by the 
unshakable conventions of “polite” 
society. Aside from the skillful, 
well-timed physical humor, the 
entire play is filled with these 
types of subtle ruminations, poking 
fun not just at the ridiculous 
behavior of these blatant, cloying 
social climbers but the entire sys- 
tem that created them. 

Pll admit I’m not above having a 
little fun at upper crust’s expense, 
especially when packaged in such 
a fun, madcap play as this. 

Social skewers everywhere can 
count themselves proud. 

Performances will continue 
Wednesdays through Sundays 
through June 29. Tickets are $25 
per person. 

For more information call (248) 
347-0003. 
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| Women of 
| Distinction 
are sought 


Nominations are now open for 
the 2008 Women of Distinction 
award through the Girl Scouts of 
the Huron Valley Council. 

The annual award recognizes 
the accomplishments of women 

a cae acme who exemplify excellence in their 

Stars: on arade | profession and in their work for 
p fe gh as) - their. community. Past winners 

Students from the Plymouth, Canton eral Northville high school pom- | include Judge Julie Creal, 15th 
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pon teams strut their stuff down Woodward ‘Street i in downtown | District Court; Judge Tina Green, 
Detroit for the Red Wings victory parade last week as part of the Mid © 34th District Court; Paquetta Anne 
American Pompon All Star Team. The team, which consists of pom- | Palmer, Washtenaw Community 
pon dancers from throughout southeastern Michigan, performed to Health Organization; Charlotte 
the song “The Boys are Back in Town” For n more information on the — Sherman, Wayne-Westland Schools 
group, visit www. pompon.com. | » women 


and Kristen Stumpo, Plante- 
Moran. 


vot ee A COMMON SIDE EFFECT 
OMES THARNEED ROOTING) | OF MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS. 


Lose 21 Pounds i in 4 Weeks. 


foe, a Cee ee 3 5 amc There’s no more effective woy to lose weight than 
eS with a physician monitored program. Only a medical 


doctor con tell you whether your weight problems are 


WE WANT OUR ROOF! — | > | caused by 0 sow metabolism, your metcation, your 
, Pies eet thyroid or other issues. And only o medical doctor con 


Be one of the first homeowners in your area to showcase Pc ip help. Not only will you lose weight fast, it’s safe and 
the look of our NEW Erie METAL ROOFING System. Call bs oy cpa: 
NOW and you can qualify for instant bonus savings of 
$500.00 (New Styles and Colors). 


Call today to see if you qualify. An Erie Metal Roof will 
keep your home cooler in the summer and warmer in the 


O ' 
winter. We also have special low interest unsecured the center for medical weight losse 


bank financing available. 


Don’t miss this opportunity to save! 866.MD.1.THIN www.mdbethin.com 
www.ErieMetalRoofs.com 


1-800-952-3743 


email: roofing@eriemetalroofs.com Areas available to board certified physicians. *Resutts based on a random sample of 58 men and 61 women on our medically prescribed diet. Results may vary by center. Programs available for 18 years and older. 


designed to maintain your weight loss permanently. 
Find out how easy and affordable CMWL programs 
are. Call for a location near you, 866-MD-1-THIN. 


something to sell? Looking to buy? 
Find it fast in our classifieds 


Western Wayne Services Provided: 
Satellite Giitice Birth and Death Certificate Requests S 


(excluding births & deaths in Detroit) 
3100 Henry Ruff Road Marriage License Application or Certification 
Westland, MI 48186 Assumed Names/Co-Partnerships 
(734) 326-4690 Notary Public Application 
Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri.: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Permit to Carry Concealed Weapon (CCW) 
Thursdays: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM Passport Services 





Northwille UewMSAIP Services Provided: 
Satellite OF Tee Birth and Death Certificate Requests - 
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6 lt a ” (excluding births & deaths in Detroit) 3 | 
nee 44405 Six Mile Road Marriage License Application or Certification | | 
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AV.VE Ayn A XG OuUNDY @ Vax rai Northville, MI 48168 : Assumed Names/Co-Partnerships 
(248) 348-5800, Ext. 10129 | Notary Public Application 
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Permit to Carry Concealed Weapon (CCW) Bee ey 





Downtown Services Provided: ba 
Detroit Office Birth and Death Certificates - 
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VISIT US ONLINE AT: bape ort WAYNECOUNTY.COM/CLERK — 


aS | 


| Coleman A. Young Municipal Center (excluding births & deaths in Detroit)- 
| 2 Woodward Avenue, Rooms 201 & 207 Marriage License Application or Certification | | 
Detroit, MI 48226 Assumed Names/Co-Partnerships | 
, (313) 224-6262 Notary Public Application | | 
Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri.: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Permit to Carry Concealed Weapon (CCW) — |) 
: Thursdays: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM Passport Services | 
FORMS OF PAY ME CASH (a4 MONEY ORDERS ONLY 
| 
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will be accepting 
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ADDITION TO A QUALITY EDUCATION FOR YOUR CHILD, WE OFFER: 
School latch key program 
1 Girls Club available until 8:30 p.m. for $35/ye 


nsportation from home school to 
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Eligioility: 
Students must reside in Wayne County 
trict will not accept any student who has been suspended or expelled from school withir 


Enrollment process: 
Enrollment forms may be obtained now at any of the buildings list 


sinning June 9,,2008 through June 27, 2 


Parent/legal guardian must be present at time of enrollment with the fol 
Child's birth certificate 
Child's immunization records 
Proof of custody 


(if parent name is not listed on child's birth certificate) 





